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The HONORARY MINISTER: I shall
content myself by saying that the desire fo
introduce the Bill in this Chamber was with
a view {o expediting the business of Par-
liament. Members of this Chamber will
please themselves whether they wiil give the
Government the right to introduce the Bill
here. 1 hope members will again adopt
the attitude they did with regard to other
measures, leave to introduce which has
alrendy been granted.

Question put and passed.

B introduced and read a first time.

House adjourned at 6.6 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair
pm- and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motions by My, Wiison, leave of ab-
sence of one month granted to the Minis-
ter for Mines (Ilon. S. W, Munsie—Han-
nans), and of two weeks to Mr. Coverlev
(Kimberley), on the ground of urgent pul-
lic bosiness.

CONDOLENCE, LETTER IN REPLY.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the fo]—
lowing letter:-—

To the Hon. the Speaker, Legislative Assembly,
Parliament House, Perth:
Dear Mr. Speaker,

On behalf of the members of my family I
should like to thank you for your kindly
thought and message of sympathy. Will you
please convey to the members of the House
our gincere thanks, Some of the happiest years
of my father’s life were those spent as a mem-
ber of the Lepgislative Assembly, and he valued
very much his associations with the members of
Parliament. TYours sincerely, Edmund S. R.
Piesse.

at 4.30

LGL
BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1) £2,200,000.
Returned (rom the Council without
amendment,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth  Day.

Debate resumed from the Sth August.
MR. FOX (South Fremantle) [4.44]: In

common with oilher mewwbers, I desire to
extend congratulation: to the member for
Gaseoyne {(Hon. I°. ). 8. Wise) on his elec-
tion to the Ministry., IIis election so early
In his political career in this State is a high
tribute to the esteem in which le is held by
members of this party. 1 feel sure he will
carry out his duties to the satisfaction of
his party, of the primary producers and of
the people generally. When the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition was on his feet,
he said the results of the two recent by-
elections augured well for the suceess of his
side of the House. I do not agree with him.
When AMr. MeCallem was first elected for
South Fremantle he was' elected by a very
small majority. He held that seat for a
number of years. At the general elections
in 1933 compulsory voting obtained, for a
referendum was being taken on the seces-
sion issue. Consequently, the voting was
much heavier than it would otherwise have
been. Mr. MeCallum said at the time that
his majority was a record in parliamentary
elections in  ‘\Western Australia. So  the
fignves polled at the election cannot be taken
as a criterion of any other election, except
of eourse an election at which compulsory
voting was azain in operntion. The number
of votes polled on that oceasion was 6,854
and My, MeCallum’s majority was 3,911.
At the recent by-election the total number
polled was 3,826, or a little more than half
the number polled in 1933. My majority
was 788, Regarding Mr. MeCallum's ma-
Jority, we have to take inio consideration
the position he held in the public life of the
State. He was a Minister of the Crown
with ministerial prestige, he bad a lot of
personal friends, he was known to nearly
every elector in the electorate, and indeed
to nearly every elector in Western Austra-
lia. At the by-election it was generally
conceded by the Labour Party and Na-
tionalists alike that the result was a fore-
gone conclusion. Consequently very little
interest was taken in that election. Tt was
generally bali~ved that the Labour ecandi-
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date who won the selection ballot wonld be
suceessful in winning the seat. At every
election there *~ a certain number of Na-
tionalist voters in South Fremantle who
never fail to inrn up at the poll, whereas
many Labour clectors stay away. In 1933
there were 1,473 votes cast for the Na-
tionalist candidates, and in 1935 there were
1,544. So on that basis the Nationalists in-
¢reased their votes by only about 85. On
those figures T do not think the position
looks as bright for members of the Opposi-
tion as the Doputy Leader of that body
would have wus helieve. Az a new member
who has lived in an exclusively industrial
distriet for the last 17 or 18 years, I should
Jike to congratulate the Government on the
improved conditions of the workers since
the Government assumed office in 1933. It
is pleasing io note that the number of men
receiving sustenance has heen reduced
from nearly 5,000 in 1933 to about 700 in
1933; or, to give the exact figures, from 4,977
to 733. It has also meant the reduction in
sustenance payments from £347,000 in 1933
to £73,000 in 1935. And it is also pleasing
to see that the wages of men working onm
Government relief have ircreased from an
average of £2 17s. 6d. to £3 1s. 8d. per
week., Sinee T live in an industrial distriet,
those figures were not needed to bring home
ta me the great difference in conditions of
to-day as against those of 1833. I have a
vivid recollection of the number of people
who used to assemble at the Fremantle
Trades Hall every morning demanding that

something shonld be done to ame-
liorate the conditions under  which
people  were suffering. 1 also  re-

member that a eustom grew up while
the late Government were in office, under
which the local authorities employed susten-
ance men to carry ocut the ordinary work of
those bodies, which later were reimbursed
by the Government. In this way in two
vears those local authorities received from
the then Government £406,000, and to that
amount they added only £44,000 themsclves.
They thus had work performed to the value
of £450,000 for an outlay of only £44,000.
Although a great improvement has been
made in the condition of the people since
1933, a lot remains to be done, for some
people are still in a very bad state. It is
the duty of the Government to see that in
this White Australia, where we have every-
thing necessary fo make the people happy,
nobody shall he allowed to go short of essen-
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tial supplies. We are living in a machine
age, and machinery is so rapudly displacing
men that it is time something was done to
reduce the hours of labour in aceordance
with the time saved by machines. The hours
of labour will have to bhe considerably short-
ened and the school leaving age raised, that
13 if we are going to give to the people the
advantages of seientific invention in indus-
try. For the last nine or ten years I have
heen seeretary to a large industrial organisa-
tion, namely the Fremantle Waterside
Workers. During that peried it has given
me a great deal of concern to see how lab-
our has heen displaced by machinery. The
Fremanile wharf is one of the most up-to-
date and cfficient in Australia. In 1925, at
the peak periods no fewer than 2,000 men
found employment on the Fromantle
wharves, handling cargo to and from ships.
At the present time the membership of the
union ig only a little over 900, and it is
rarely that the whole of those men find
employment in one day. To give members
an idea of the labeur-saving machines that
have heen introdueed during the last nine or
ten years, I have only to quote the intro-
duction of mobile eranes that éan run to
any part of the wharf or the sheds and do
the work of a dozen men. Those eranes
have done away with a great deal of very
arduocus labour, and I suppose we have 1o
be thankful for that: but if men are 1o
be done away with like that there should
he some compensating advantage. Take the
handling of phosphatie rock, something in
which the farmers are vitally intevested. 1
should like to know whether the farmers
get any saving from the innovativns in the
handling of that necessary ecommudity at
Fremantle. A shipment of rock usually

gave employment to 70 or 80 men
for a fortnight, whereas to-day
it is  unloaded with the wse of
grabs by 20 wmen in about five days.

On a shipment the emplovers saved £600 or
£700 in wages. 1 do not know whether that
saving went to the farmers but I hinagine.
it did not. A few years ago petrol came to
TFremantle in cases. A shipment of oil would
give employment to about 80 men for a
fortnight, and to as many shop assistants
for a similar period. Now a shipment ean
be pumped to containers at North Fremantle
by two men in a little more than 24 hours.
(iantries too have been installed. Tn ather
ports in Western Australia and over a creat
part of Australia gens=zally bagged cargo is
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shipped per medimn of the ship’s gear. Be-
tween nine and 11 bags are put into a sling
aad taken aboard. Some ftem vears ago
gantries were installed at Fremantle, and
these are capable of deing twice as much
work as the ship's gear does. Now we have
bulk handling of wheat. In 1931 over
10,000,000 bags of wheat were railed to Fre-
mantle. Quite a lot of wheat was stacked on
the wharf, and this provided much em-
plovment to members of the union. Last
year only half that quantity of wheat was
tailed to Fremuntle, and more than haif
the amount was in bulk. In 1931 when
bulk handling was mooted, it was estimated
that hetween 300 and 550 men engaged in
waterside labour would be displaced. That
number of men would have been thrown out
of employment if a really eRicient system
had been introduced. The system, however,
was not as up-to-date as was anticipated.
Nevertheless many men have been thrown
ont of work by the installation of the ex-
isting system. The position has been ser-
iously felt in Fremantle. The Deputy-
Leader of the Country Party said the other
night he was glad I was in the House be-
cause he wished to refer to some figures I
had given to the Royal Commission on Bulk
Handling. I hope everyone else who gave
evidence was as accurate as T was. [ went
as close to the position as I could. The
Commission told me that the figures 1 made
up were more favourable to the farmers
than other figures given by people in Fre-
mantle. I took the gquantity of goods hand-
led by one ship, namely, 8,890 tons, vepre-
senting bulk wheat sent away from Fre-
mantle. I did not make any allowance for
the number of hags that would be necessary
to go with that cargo for the stability of the
ship. If I had done so perhaps the saving
would not have heen so great. The Deputy
Leader of the Country Party tried to make
a point out of my estimated saving. I con-
sidered that bulk handling, as it affected the
lumpers, wonld represent a saving of .3d.
per bushel to the farmers in handling
charges, Any other saving that would bhe
made would have to be made as between the
farmer and the Railways. Some of the
farmer witnes-es estimated a saving of 2%d.
or a little more a2 bushel. On a harvest of
40,600,000 bushels the Deputy Leader of the
Country Party said the farmers would save
about £500,000, at 3d. per bushel. If that
amount were it np between all the farmers
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in the State it would represent ounly £50
per farm. That saving would he effected at
the expense of men now at work both in
Fremantle and in the country., When a
bulk bandling Bill came before Parliament
Mr. MeCallum estimated that the number of
men who would he displaced would be 3,687,
and that was a very comservative estimate,
too. It is proposed to effect a saving of
£30 per farmer at the expense of revolu-
tion in the industrial life of the State. That
will not help Western Australia much, I
question whether the farmer will get any
benefit from that £50. Most farmers say
they work from 10 to 12 hours a day. On
each farm at least two or three hands would
he employed. If we brought the position
down to an hourly rate and spread it over
the whele year the estimated saving would
not exceed 1d. per hour. If this is to be
done in the interests of the farmer I sup-
pose we shall have to put up with it. The
farmers are very anxipus to have every
modern innovation brought into being for
their own relief. There is another line they
eould take which perhaps would give them
more relief than labour saving devices. 1
refer fo monetary reform. I do not think
farmers will be any better off while our pre-
sent hanking system is followed. TIf they
would only join with members on this side
of the House in the endeavour to induce the
Federal Government to bring about mone-
tary reform, the State Government would
be in a position to give them many social
services such as have been enumerated by
previous speakers. This is the only way
out of the depression, The iompers
have never opposed bulk handling on
the ground that it was going to throw men
out of work. Their objection to it is dae
to the faet that no provision has been made
for the men who will be thrown out of
employment. If men are fo be displaced,
something else should be done for them. I
do not know what money the Government
will set aside for that purpose to provide
for those who are thrown out of employ-
ment, I suppose in the long run the pro-
ducers will have to find the greater part
of the money. Farmers are not the only
producers in need of assistance. We have
a Whole Milk Board which controls the
marketing of milk. According to informa-
tion given to me by producers the board
does net appear to be fumctioning in their
interests. I have been told that the price
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fixed for milk is 1s. 1d. per gallon, buf
that some of the milk producers are selling
their commodity for 9d. The merchant to
whom one producer has been selling his
milk said he would pay only 9d. 1f the
producer held out for 1s. 1d., he might
get that for a couple of nights, and then
be told that no moere milk was required
for the rest of the week. The producers
thus have td supply their milk at
9d., and I am told that they have to sign
that they have received 1s. 1d. The man
who made that statement to me is a vary
reliable person, and I have wno reasoun to
doubt his word,

Hon, P. D. Fergusor.. He oughli to have
made that statement io the Chairmau of
the Board.

Mr. FOX: Tn that cose the merchant
might have said he did not want any milk,
and the last position of the producer would
have been worse than the first. I know the
man well, and do not think he would tell
me a lie. He would have no reason for
making a mis-statement. What he told me
was the truth. The only way te siop that is
to have all the milk sent to the bhoard.
Let the board acquire the milk on behalf
of the producers and dispose of it on their
behalf. 1 have been told that some of the
millk agents are given permission to buy
milk to send to Kalgoorlie. They acquire
it for that purpose at a cheaper rate, but
there is nothing to prevent them from sell-
ing that milk in the metropolitan area. The
same thing applies to milk required for
butter fat purposes. The producer is he-
ing exploited all the time. T should like
to see introduced a marketing Bill, heeause
the situaiion affeets wany people in my
electorate. The Bill should be on the
same lines as the Queensland Aet. Many
egg producers and market gardeners are
at present in a precaricus position owing
to the lack of stability in the price they
reccive. These people work leng heurs and
are at the mercy of the buyers. Under the
Queensland Marketing Aet the Governor-
in-Council may at the request of any num-
ber of producers in the industry declare
any commeodity such as fruit, butter, ezns,
cheese, grain, or anything of that kind, a
commedity under the Aet, and appoint a
hoard to acquire it as owners. The direct-
or of marketing is a member of the bouard
that is appointed for that purpose. The
board has power to fix the price, pay
freights, and all costs incidental to mar-
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keting. It can imake advances and arrange
a method by which dockages are taken off
the price of the goods. It can make ad-
vances to the producers and make any ar-
rangements for financial accommodation
with any financial institution approved by
the Minister. Eggs, for instance, pass
through the board and ave sold by that
body for the benefit of the producers. Egg
boards exist both in Queensland aud New
South Wales. They have operated in
Queensland for many years. The last term
for which a board was appointed in Queens-
land expired in 1934. It is provided under
the Aect that 10 per cent. of the growers
may petition the Governor-in-Council to
terminate the board. When the ferm ex-
pired in 1934 no such petition was received.
Consequently, the board was re-appointed
for another four years, which goes to show
that it is giving every satisfaction in
Queensland. A similar board is in opera-
tion in New South Wales. When speaking
in the New South Wales Assembly the
member for Illawarra said that the
cost of marketing eggs for export in
New South Wales was 834d. per dozen
when the board did it in the previous year
—the year before the member spoke. The
cost of marketing had heen reduced to 53d.
per dozen. That reduction, in a turnover
of 7,000,000 dozen eggs, meant a saving of
£95,000 to the producers. A deputation
whieh recenfly waited on the Minister for
Agriculture included a poultry farmer from
New South Wales, who said that the corre-
sponding hoard in New South Wales were
giving everv satisfaction, that emgs never
fell below 1s. per dozen—vhich is a profit-
aldle price to the poultry farmer—and never
went above 2s. per dozen, in New South
Wales. In Western Australia, I believe,
eros often go as high in price as 2s. 6d.
per dozen. The Western Australian poultry
farmers stated that when there was a glut
of eggs on the market, the agents got in
and hought the surplus, put the eggs in
cold storage, and later put them on the
market as fresh eggs; and all this without
any compensating advantage to the pro-
ducer. I hold that some legislation in this
dircetion is needed in order to give the
poultry farmers who have endeavoured to
nzake a success of the business an opportun-
ity to stay on the land. At present, T under-
stand, the poultry farming industry ranks
amongst the first five or six most important
industries of thiz Stale. Similar remarks
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apply to market gardening. I have recently
spoken with a number of market gardeners,
and they told me that with the way buying
¢oes on in the market, there is no stability
and they never know what they are going
to receive for their produce. In fact, they
said that within one day it is quite a com-
mon thing to receive three or four differ-
ent prices for the same product. No busi-
ness can stand up to such exploitation. One
warket gardener told me that he put into
the markei 44 bundles of a certain com-
modity, that the first bundle fetehed 8d.,
the next 1s. 1d., the third 11d., the fourth
10d.. the fifth 9d., and the sixth 1s. 1If
legislution were introduced creating a mar-
keting board for the industry, subject to a
provision that the consumer should not be
exploited, it would be a great help to the
market gardeners. Various countries have
marketing legislation. Tt operates in most
of the Australian States and in New Zea-
land. I am told there is a marketing board
in England. There is one in Denmark, which
sits every Friday to fix the price of pro-
duce for the coming week. If such a board
existed in Western Australia and prices
were fixed for a week ahead, produocers
would have some idea of where they were
and what to put on the market. I con-
gratulate the Government on their initia-
tion of the prospecting scheme. Having
lived on the goldfields for a number of years,
I know a good deal about mining in all
its branches. For 10 or 12 years I was en-
vaged prospecting on the North Coolgavdie
field, and T know that in that locality large
areas of low-grade lodes could be worked
profitably if the Government assisted with
vo-operative batteries and the necessary min-
ing equipment. I do not know that those
shows are big enough to work on so large
a scale as that operating at Wiluna, but T

am sure that many of them would
paxy for any money advanced hy the
Govermnent. During the time I was on the

zoldfields. 20 to 25 years ago, most of the
low-grade shows were too low to pay for
working, They would go about two or
three pennyweights to the ton; and as the
price of gold was then about £3 17s. 6d.
per ounce, the working of such mines was
impracticable. I feel sure that if during
ihe period 1 refer to gold had been return-
ing the same value as it is returning to-day,
many of the small mining towns wounld pever
have heen deserted. The Government have
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already assisted some 3,000 prozpectors, who
have returned over £50,000 worth of gold.
I should Like to sec the Government intro-
duce a measure to prevent such a splendid
usset as we have in our auriferous areas
from being exploited by unserupulous
apeculators. 1 refer to mining investors who
iloat shows on the strength of extravagant
reports, while perhaps there is little of
actual value in the mine at all. Strieter
supervision should be exercised over all
flotations. The Government should appoint a
competent mining engineer fo report on every
flotation, and his report should accompany
any prospectus ~ent ont.  In Fiji, wheye
there has heen a mining revival lately, the
Giovernment  pay  particular attention to
anything of this natuve: all mining Hma-
tious are inguired into cavefully, and it they
will wol stand up to what the promoelers
stale the flotations are not allowed to pro-
ceed.  With u grear deal of labour heing
displaved, and more labour likely to be dis-
placed in the near future, the Government
should procecd with more public works in
the metropolitan areu. There is room for an
extension of sewerage in Iremantle, 1
should also like to sec the Government build
a new hridge al Yremantle over the Swan
River. The presenl strueture is not a good
advertisement, situated at the gateway of
Australia, . Numbers of oversea and inier-
state visitors to Perth have to cross that
bridge on their way Lo the capital, and it
must strike them as a poor advertizement
for Weslern Australia. L understand that
this bridge was condemned vears ago.  Al-
though the Minister assured a lurge depu-
tation which waited on him recently that the
structure was perfectly safe, nomerous ¥Fre-
mantle residents who are competent 10
judge aver that the bridge is not all that
could he desired. [ wish to call the atten-
tion of hon. members to what happened to
the railway bridge in 1927, At that time
no onc unticipated that the bridge would
collapse and he washed away. Yet it was
only by the merest chanee that a trainload
of passengers was not precipitated into the
river. .\ train had crossed the hridge very
shortly before the collapse. A casual ob-
server noticed a big ecrack in the bhank, and
hefore long the flood waters washed the
bhank away and the whole strueture col-
lapsed into the river, We do not want any-
thing like that to happen in Western Aus-
tralin again. There were very heavy rains
at that time, and consequently flood waters
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had banked up and the bank was washed
away, with the vesult that a whole seetion of
the railway fell into the river. Again, it is
the daily custom for tugs to tow lighters
ap the river from Fremantle to Perth, aud
these lighters carry as much as a hundred
tons of eargo. I shndder fo think what
wonld be the result if a tow line broke while
the tide was running out strongly, as it
does in Fremantle, and one of those lighters
carrying a hundred tons of cargo ran into
the bridge. I fecl sure the structure would
not stand up under it. As a means of ab-
sorbing some of the unemployed and carry-
ing out a highly necessary work, the Geiv-
ernment should get on with the new bridge
as sson as they possibly can. Another
matter to which I desire to call the Gov-
ernment’s attention is the need for looking
after the bealth of children attending our
State schools, or in fact attending any of
the sehools in Western Australia. In Fre-
mantle an attempt is being made to start a
‘dental clinie. This is being commenced by
the school teachers in the Fremantle dis-
trict. Those teachers arve in a better position
than anyone else to judge of the need [or
greater attention being paid to the health
of the children. They tell me that the visits
of medical men to the schools are few and
far beiween, and that in partienlar the
teeth of the children are in a depiorable
state.  Accordingly the teachers organised
themselves and endeavoured to start & den-
tal elinie, That elini¢ will be opened in the
first week of September, and it will look
after the teeth of all the childven attending
the schools befween Canning Bridge, Rock-
ingham and Buckland Hill. A census taken
by the teachers shows that of the 835 child-
ren attending the schools in the Fremantle
district, no fewer than 472 require dental
treatment. It means that over 56 per cent.
of the children require such tveatment. The
parents of many of these children are on
Government relief work, and consequently
have no chance of getting their children’s
teeth attended to if they bave to pay for it.
I may add that all these children are be-
tween the ages of six and nine vears. The
new dental ¢linic in Fremantle proposes to
give free treatment to all the children. 1
hope the Government will see their way
-cloar to encourage that clinic and subsidise
it to some extent, in order to pay the fees
of the dentist who will visit it on two or
three days per week. As regards the
Workers’ Compensation Act, I agree with
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the member for Mt Marshall (Mr. Warner)
that some provision is neeessary to cover
men employed by farmers. Reeently sev-
eral cases have come under my notice
where men have suffered serious injury at
their work and have got hothing in the way
of compensation. At present I have one
case of an injured farm worker in hand. I
do not know how the farmer is situated
finaneially, but if he has nothing I suppose
the inaw will have fo go without any com-
pensation. He is entitled to over £100. The
party with the largest equity in the farm,
presumably the Agricultural Bank, should
make some provision for insuring workers,
50 that when a man is injured he will have
something to tide him over the tiine that he
is compelied to be off work, and to compen-
sate him for the loss of a liml, or to com-
pensate his relatives in the event of his being
injured fatally. There arve two or three
amendments T would like to see made in the
Workers' Compensation Act. Section 16
shonld be amended so as fo provide that the
method of computing n lump-sum settlement
should be definitely set out in the Aet. At
present, should a worker meet with an ececi-
dent as a result of which he is totally in-
capacitated, he is entitled to receive £750.
After that payment is continmed for six
nonths, the employer, or worker, may take
steps to secure the allocation of a lamp sum.
If no agreement is reached between the par-
ties, they have recourse to a magistrate, If
the worker is able to prove that he has
suffered injuries from whiech he is totally
and permanenfly incapacitated, that pay-
ments to him have continued for a period
of six months, and -that the employer is
in a position to pay him ecompensation, the
magistrate may award him the full com-
pensation specified in the Aect. Recently
there was a case in Fremantle in which the
worker proved that he was totally in-
capacitated and that payments to him had
continued for a peried of six months. He
did not prove that the employer was in a
position to pay the compensation, but the
employer did not bring any evidence to show
he was not in a position to do so0; conse-
guently, it had to be taken that he was in a
position to pay. The usual custom agreed
upon by emplover and worker, and accepted
hy the court, is that when the three con-
ditions I have indicated have been complied
with, the amount of compensation is
awarded, and provision made to reimburse
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the emplover to the extent of an amount that
would cover the sum he would lose by pay-
ing a lump som, which he could invest, in-
stead of paying weekly amount=. The sum
wsually was about £30.  In the Fremantie
case to which T have referrved, the point was
rajsed that this was not the proper way to
adjust the matter. The employer appealed
to the Supreme Conrt, whirh upset the
judgment of the magistrate on the ground
that the amount had not heen computed in
the proper way. The judge said the magi-
strate had not faken into consideration the
expectation of life of the man, the fact that
the man might have died before the period
would have clapsed in which the suny would
have heen exhausted had it been paid by
weekly instalinents, or the possibility of
an emplover's business going into liquida-
tion. There is nothing in the Act to
say that the magistrate must take those
matters into consideration. For that rea-
son, T consider the Act should he amended
s0 as o set out specifically how such a
computation should be made. It should be
on the basis of, say, 4 per cent, and the
amount the worker had recrived should

be subtracted from the total amount
of compensation. Tf the man had re-
ceived £100, that would leave £630.

The man could then he pald the pre-
sent value of £630 at 4 per cent. on
the basis of weekly payments of £3 10s.
That would be a fair way by which the
amount could be computed. That is the
system that has been in operation for a
number of vears, and unless the matter is
dealt with so that the method of compnta-
tion is specifically set out in the Aet, the
existing situation sagzests that morve litiga-
tion may arise. Although the Workers'
Compensation Aet is the best we have ever
had in this State and eompares more than
favonrably with similar Aets in other parts
of Australia, the worker, in practice, does
not get mueh out of it. Our Act is per-
haps not so favourable to the worker as the
Englisk Act which provides that weekly pay-
ments may continue for any length of time,
or so0 long az the worker lives. It also pro-
vides that an annuity may be paid to the
man, the amount of which is worked out on
an actuarial basis. I would like to see the
Act amended along the lines I have indi-
cated so that the worker may have greater
protection than he iz aecorded at present.
In the case I have referred to, the worker
lost £58 on the appeal to {he Supreme
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Court. Each side bad to pay its own costs,
and that meant the payment of another £30,
representing £8U in all to that worker. Our
Ingnl adviser suggested we should take the
vase to the High Court because we had a
rensonable chance of winning, but we
thought the expense involved would he too
great compared with the small amount we
were likely to save., If the Aect were
amended as [ sugeest, it would prevent
luture litigation. Another amendment I
shoutd like to see provided is that the weekly
payments should not be subtracted trom the
fotal amount wnder the Serond Sehiedule,
when payments were made of lump sum
settlements. [ have met several men who
have been incapacitated for a long time, and
when the assessmenls were made and the
percentage dizability allocated, very little
was left for them. T contend that men in
that position should be entitled to receive
something substantial to enable them to
adapt themselves to their altered physical
conditions. Another great hardship to the
worker is in conneetion with the amount
allowed for medieal expenses. When legis-
lation was introduced by another Govern-
ment to amend the Act in that respect, the
amouant allowsble was cut down from: £100
to £50. I should like to see the provision
increased. In most instances the full £100
would not be absorbed; in the great major-
ity of cases the medical expenses would not
amount to half that ficure. To cover the
few instances in which the medieal expenses
would amount to more, T think the amount
allowed should be considerably increased.

Mr. Sleeman: "That partieular effort was
not snecessful.

Mr. FOX: XNo. I understand the Bill was
thrown out. I know of several instances
in  which the medical esxpenses have
amounted to upwards of £160. In order te
meeb such cases, I do not see that any harm
wounld be done if the amount allowed for
medical expenses were inereased to £150.
Another matter 1 desire to touch upen re-
fers to the establishment of fair rents
courts. The member for Kalgoorlie (Hon.
J. Cunningham) said that such a cowri was
necessary in his electorate to deal with in-
stances he mentioned. He referred to a
namhber of houses valued at about £400,
the rental for which was 30s.
1 think the rental charged in those
instances was aliogether exorbitant and
represented nearly 20 per eent. on the
outlay. T ean point to insfances in my

weekly,
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clectorate where 12s. Gd. or 15s. a weck is
charged for houses worth about £200 only.
If fair rents courts were established, the
landlord would he secured a fair return on
the money invested, and the tenant would
be asked to pay only what was a fair rental.
Finally I desire to refer to a statemen{ made
by the member for Mt. Marshall (Mr.
‘Warner), although I do not really think he
meant what he said. In his speech he stated
that the lampers at Fremantle were the
greatest squealers in connection with bulk
handling. From the manner in which he
made the statement, I do not think he really
meant what he said. He knows that the
Tumpers do not squeal about bulk handling
but that they object to men being put out
of work hecause of the introduction of
machinery. The farmer is in quite a differ-
ent position from the worker in the metro-
politan area. Notwithstanding all the tales
we hear about the hardships of the farmers,
it will he realised that they are in an in-
finitely hetter position than men living in
the metropolitan area. If a man on the
land is any sort of a farmer at all, he ean
grow his own vegetables for at least
five months of the year; he should be able
to produce his own meat, eggs and
pouliry; he has any quantity of wheat at
his digposal, and it does not eost much
to purchase o grister so that he may pro-
vide himself with wheaten meal; he has no
firewood to buy, and no rent to pay. I
do not know what the farmer is kicking
up all the row about. On the other hand,
take the worker in the metropolitan area:
If he loses his job, he loses everything.
Many of the workers in my electorate have
been endeavouring to build up homes for
themselves during the last 25 or 30 years
and some have not paid for them yet. If
they are thrown out of work, what can
they dof? The great majority of them are
not fitted for any other avocation. Most
of the members of my organisation are not
young; they are over 30 years of age. We
bave not admitted any new members for
the last seven or eight years. The lumpers
have been following the ome ealling all
their lives, and consequently are unfitted
for any other occupation. The member for
Mt. Marshall made one suggestion when
he said that the lumpers counld take up
some of the abandoned farms. I am sure
that if some of the lumpers did that, they
would at least provide themselves with the
vegetables they required for their own eon-
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sumption. A suggestion I would make
would be that they be placed on small
farms adjacent to Fremantle. There is a
Jot of land between Spearwood and Fre-
mantle that s held as a reserve for Uni-
versity purposes, It would be a good idea
if the Government were to give each lum-
per who required the assistance a few acres
of that land, build a house and provide a
cow or two and a few pigs. The lumpers
would be able to grow their own vegetables
there.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: If you were to do
that, you would soon lose their votes.

Mr. FOX: I do not think so. I thank
members for the courteous hearing they
have given me. I hope that the work
of the session will bear fruit and that pro-
vision will be made for the abszorption of
labour that is likely to be displaced in
consequence of the introduction of furthev
lahour-saving devices.

MER. BROCKMAN (Sussex) [5.28}: T de-
side to extend my congratulations to the
two newly elected members of this Cham-
ber. I feel sure that they will prove tn
be useful members of the legislature. I
was pleased to note in the Speech of His
Excellency the Lieut.-Governor, the refer-
ences to the improved financial position as
a resnlt of the cperations for the twelve
months ended the 30th June last. It was
also gratifying to read the comments upon
the improvement in industry in many

directions, Those improvements were re-
eorded in connection with gold, timber, fruit
wool and dairying. TUnfortunately, the
commodity prices in the main are
low and those engaged in the in-
dustries are, through =no fanlt of
their own, having a great struggle

to meet their obligations to the Government.
The timber industry has heen an important
factor in veducing unemployment in the
southern portions of the State. That has
heen due to the improvement in world con-
ditions and prices offering for timber and
not wholly and solely to the policy of the
Government. Though  voyalties  and
freights have bheen reduced slightly, more
could be done in the way of pro-
viding shipping accommodation at Bus-
selton. I do not intend to dwell at lengih
on the Speech of the Lieut.-Governor
because the Acting Leader of the Opposi-
tion has dealt fully with it. The member
for Kalgoorlie certainly painted a glowing
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picture of the benefits arising from the Gov-
ernment’s acfivities. I only hope that the
Government deserve all the credit he gave
them. The wisdom of horrowing large sums
of money is questionable. Undoubtedly the
Government have neced of borrowed money
to relieve the unenmiployment problem, but
every care should be exercised to ensure
that sueh moneyv is spent on reproductive
works.

Mr. Sleeman: A lot of that drainage work
is not reproductive.

Mr. BROCEKMAN: Wounld the hon. mem-
ber say that the rebuilding of the Fremantie
bridges would be reproductive?

Mr. Sleeman: More so than the consfrue-
tion of some of those drains.

Mr. BROCEKMAN: T believe that the
drainage work undertaken at Harvey will
prove reproductive. Credit for the uwnder-
taking of that work is due to the previous

Government, not to the present Government, -

who merely carried out the policy of the
Mitehell Government. I was pleased to be
at Harvey wvesterday when His Excelleney
the Lieut.-Governor declared open the river
deviation. I do not wish to disparage ihe
work of the present Government, but when
the member for Fremantle interjects in such
a strain, T must say a few words in reply.
I have no intention of criticising the commis-
sioners of the Agricultural Bank. They
have undertaken an avduous task in re-
ovganising the institution. It is not a job
that can be done in a few dayvs or a month.
During the recess I visited almost every
settler in my electorate, and my advice to
the settlers was not to expect the announce-
ment of a policy in a few days. The com-
missioners, in my opinion, ave able men and
I have a great regard for them, but I think
they will need a eonsiderable amount of time
in whieh to frame their policy.

Mr. Sleeman: Do vou eall six months a
reasonable fime.

Mr. BROCKMAN: I would give them 12
months. By the expiration of that period
T think some definite policy will have been
laid down that will make for the advance-
ment of the agricultural indusiry. It has
heen said that I went around my electorate
advising settlers not to pay their interest.
That statement is absurd. Such a thing was
never said by me. Every man has obliga-
tions to his country and, if he owes interest
to the Government, he should pay to the
best of his ability. His first duty, however,
is to provide a living for his wife and
family.
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My. Thorn: Who made the statement?

Mr. BROCKMAN: T undersiand that the
Minister for Lands made it both to members
of this Chamber and to members of another
place. I am not concerned about the state-
ment, bhecause 1 have done nothing inside
or outside the House other than to try to
help the Government in every way possible.
For the Minister tu make such a statement
was very unfair. He might at least have
asked me whether 1 had given the settlers
such advice before mentioning within the
precinets of the House thut I had done so.
The statement was unfair and untroe. |

The Minister for Lands: Md T make that
statement to you?

Mr., BROCEKMAN: No.

The Minister for Lands: Then why are
you repeating it?

AMr. BROCKMAX: The Minister made
the statement to other people. Why did he
not make it to me?

The Minister for Lands: Were you pre-
sent?

Mr, BROCKMAN : Xo, hut T hear things,
just as does the Minister. I should like to
know what ground the Minister had for
making the statement,

The Minister for Lands: You said yon
did not hear me make the statement.
The Premier: Kerbstone gossip.

The Minister for Lands: I deny it.
are a beauty!

Mr. BROCKMAN: I like a man to be
straightforward and say anything he has to
say to my face. I am prepared lo take re-
sponsibility for my actions, and 1 will fight
tor the fivst wants of my people,

The Minister for Lands: One wounld ex-
pect you to speak the truth. That is your
responsibility,

Mr. BROCKMAXN: I do not think that
is a fair interjection. I am stating the truth
when I say I never advised the settlers as
alleged.

The Minister for Lands:
statement is not correct.

Mr. BROCKMAN: T am pleased to hear
that. I aceept the Minister’s explanation
with pleasure. I regret that Sections 51
and 52 of the Agricultural Bank Aet have
been put into operation so suddenly. A
moratorium should have been granted until
the Bank’s poliey had been disclosed. The
action taken by the commissioners has re-
sulted in a considerable number of settlers
in my electorate leaving their holdings, men
who would have proved good farmersin the

Yon

I say the
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near future. When the commissioners have
carried out their work and placed the set-
tlers on a satisfactory footing, those men
will be required to reiurn to the holdings.;

The Premier: Arve they electors of your
distriet7

Mr. BROCKMAXN: They were clectors
of mine, but unfortunately they huve left
the district.  Probably they are now elee-
tors of the Premier's district. A good many
of them have gene tu the goldfields and so
he will require to he on his guard.

The Miuster Yor Lands: Then they
have changed their opinions and [ do not
hline them.

My, BROCKMAN: 1 do not kunow that
that is so. I am sorry that those seetions
of the Act have been put into effect, because
their enforcement has done a great deal of
harm. I deo not Llame the commissioners;
probably they are not wholly to blame. I
undeswstand that such matters are left en-
tively to district oflicers, und as I have fre-
quently expressed my views of some of
those officers, T am not surprised at what
they do. Some of them have certainly been
the eause of the exodus of settlers from my
distriet.

Mr. Thorn: You do not approve of the
commissioner’s attitude to members of Par-
linment ?

Mr. BROCKMAN: No, 1 consider that
they zhould allow members to place the re-
ynests of their electors before the Bank.
There would be no question of trying to
inflaence the econnnissioners against their
better judgment. Memhers of PParlinment
understand the needs of their districts, and
T think they could be of great assistance to
the commissioners in their efforts tu re-
establish the settlement scheme in the South-
West, [0 iny electorate a large number of
houses have heen sold off abandoned hold-
ings. I regret this and ean only hope that
the houses have been removed only from
such holdings as the authorities consider will
never make farms. It seems to me that
they have been sold at very low values. One
man bought 28 houses for £45 each. Why
eonld not thiose honses have been moved to
other centres, say Busselton, and used as
workmen’s cottages? At Harvey yesterday
many of the men left in charge of the drains
were complaining of lack of housing accom-
modation. There is no reason why houses
unwanted in the group areas should not be
moved to sueh a centre as Harvey, where
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they would be of greater value to the coun-
try.  Btock is being sold on some of the
holdings at disastrous prices. I attended a
sale recently when some 300 head were dis-
posed of at small sums ranging from 1s. 6d.
to £2 10s. per head.

Mr. Warner: You wonld get more for a
rabbit!

Mr. BROCKMAN: Yes.

Mr. Seward: What stoek were they sell-
ine?

Mr. BROCKMAN: Cows and two-year
old heifers and steers, and the average price
paid was less than 10s. per head. I under-
stand that the sale was due to the enforce-
ment of those sections of the Aet under
which settlers ave required to get rid of
surplus stock or transfer it to the Bank. It
is a great pity that settlers should he re-
quired to get rid of eows of better quality
than those owned by the Bank. I visited

* a depot where 35 cows were being milked.

Three men were employed on the work of
milking at the huge remuneration of 15s.
per week, exeluding keep. Imagine a Labour
Government approving of that! I Dbelieve
in a fair and reasonable wage for all men.
Those 35 cows were producing a total of
five gallons of milk per milking. If any
two cows could not do bhetter than that, I
would not have them in my herd. I believe
that the eommissioners will suceeed in put-
ting the industry on a sound basis.

The Premier: What do you sugge<t as
a sound basis?

Mr. BROCKMAN: Sowmething different
from the Government’s ideas. I want the
farmer to look with confidence towards the
future,

The Prewier: That is no answer.

Miss Holiman: Your party had three years
of office in hetween the two Labour Govern-
ments.

The Premicr: Give us some idea of what
you mean by sound lines.

Mr. BROCKMAN: IF the Premier will
visit my Farm [ will show him.

The Premier: Give the publie the henefit
of vour ideas of sound lines.

Mr. BROCKMAN: [ think I have already
given them.

The Premier: (iven halderdash.
ised marketing and sound lines!

Mr. Thorn: Explain that while you are on
vour feet.

Mr. BROCKMAN:
touch on marketing.

Mrgan-

Yes, I intended to
I am pleased that the
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marketing board is in existence, and I hope
it will result in good for the farmers, There
is only one objection to it and that is that
the primary producers have not sufficient
representation on it.

The Premier: On sound lines?

Mr. BROCEKMAN : They should have
greater control, and I hope the Government
will give it to them. There are a few
parochial matters I should like to refer to,
the expendijure of money on which would
result profitably to the Government. I was
glad v read the announcement made by the
Premier a little while ago that it was in-
tended to rebuild Cave Flouse.

Mr. Sleeman: What happened to the in-
surance money when the place was burnt
down?

Mr. BROCRMAXN: I do not know; I was
not in Parliament at the time.

Mr. Lambert: Your Government took it
into revenue.

Mr. BROCKMAN: Then I am glad that
the present Government are taking it out
again. I shonld also like to make reference
to some of ihe roads in the group settlement
areas, and to express the hope that they will
be improved this vear. particularly those in
the Nannup district, beeanse they have been
badly cut about by sleeper carters. This
wonld be the means of employing many men
who are out of work in my district. The
Busselton jetty is another matter to which
some attention should be devoted. The
lwapers who work there have to do so at
night with the aid only of small lights pro-
vided by the ship that is tied up. Whatever
lights are needed on the jetty have to be sup-
plied by the lumpers themselves, I feel sure
the Busselton authorities would supply
current to the Government af{ reason-
able cost. The Blackwood River during the
iast year or two has altered its course, and
has ran much farther up the beach. The
result of this is that fishing boats are unable
to shelter in the river because they cannot
get over the bar. I trust the Government
will he able to provide a little money for the
work of deepening the bar so that those
boats way be able to get in and ouf. A small
bar of rock could be blasted away at very
little cost. If an officer were sent down to
investigate it he would find that the work
could be carried out economieally. The fish-
ing industry could be established if boats
were able to get into the river for shelter
during the rough seasons. 1 wish fo thank
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the Government for what they have done
in my electorate during the past two years.
and 1 hope they will agree to the proposals
that I have advanced for expenditure, all of
which will be for the benefit of the electorate
and the State.

MR, CROS8S (Canning) [5.23]: I desire
to express my sincere regret at the loss of
two of our colleagues sinee last we met,
I refer to the late Mr. Piesse and the late
Mr. Griffiths. Mr. Piesse was the first man
I knew in this State who was a member of
this House. I met him about 24 years ago,
and I formed the opinion then, and I have
never had occasion to alter it, that he was
one of nature’s gentlemen. It was always a
pleasure to have a chat with him, and I
sincercly regret his passing. I read with
considerable care the speech of His Excel-
leney the Lieutenant-Governor and there is
no doubt to a fair and unbiassed mind, a
zood deal of credit iz due to the present
Government for the change in the condi-
tion of affairs in the State. 1 listened
very closely to the speech made by the Aet-
ing Leader of the Opposition, and it gave
me the impression that it was the construe-
tion of a ona track mind. There were some
statements made by the hon. member which
definitely were not true. If anybody took
the trouble ty analyse his ligures thev
would alse iind that those figures were
equally unreliable. In making referenee to
the strike in Kalgoorlie the hon. member
said that the conditions of the Arbitration
Court awards had not been interferred with
at any time.

Mr. Sleeman: His party were always in-
terfering with them.

Mr. CROSS: He said the possible excep-
tion was the financial emergency legislation
introduced in 1928. During the last two
periods when the National and Country
Party Government were in office, they pur-
sued a poliey of wage reduclion and increase
in working hours. Possibly the hon, mem-
ber was not au fait with what had heen done
on the first occasion when the National-
Country Party Government were in power.
Therefore I propose to refresh his memory.
T have here a letter written by the Assistant
Publiec Serviee Commissioner, Mr. Munt, on
the 14th June, 1922

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Yon were not born
then.
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Mr. CROSS: I was born all right. The
letter reads-—

By direetion of the Government I have to

advise you that it has been deeided that for
all Government work 48 hours will prevail on
and after Thursday morning the 15th June,
1922, and that the basic rate of pay laid down
in the recent Railway award, namely 12s. 104d.
for eight hours for labourers will be applied
in connection therewith. As you are aware the
margin for skill in the case of carpenters is
43. extra per day.
That letter was sent tuv :the Carpenters’
Union, and 3Mp. Munt informed that body
that the new rate would bhe 16s. 10d, for
eight howrs’ work hased on a 48-hour week.
He signed himself “I have the hunour to be,
Your obedient servant,” I have all the re-
quired proof to show that on that ocoea-
sion the Government ol the day set them-
selves out deliberately to override and Hout
the provisions of the Arbilvation Aet. I
have some Press cuttings which I propose
to read to the House. | have the original
newspaper lile here, and if any hon. member
doubts what [ propose to read he may view
the file for himwelf. "The first extract is
from “The West Austraiian” of the 15th
June, 1922, and reads—

Industrial Surprise,

Important Cubinet Decisions.
Reduced Wages und Increased Hours.
Labour Congress Action.
Cousiderable surprise wus wminitested in in-
dustrial eireles yesterduy on the receipt of a
message by industrizl unions with members
numbering some thousands who are employed
by the Government, The notice stated that
‘'the {(Fovernment proposed to reduce wages
and inerease hours, and the reduced wages ani
increased hours would operate from to-day.?’
Last night Mr. A, McCallum, MTLAL, told a
representative of the ** West Australian’’ that
the matter had been hrought before the Labour
Conterence, :md delegates bad decided on a
method of combating the wages reduction eam-
paign.  They had appointed a deputation to
interview Mr, . A. Muut, the Government In-
durtrial Agent. ““We snw Mr. Munt at 4
p-m.,*? gaid Mre. MeCallum, ‘‘and he advised us
that it was a Cabinet decision that the 48-hour
week must he reverted to, and in all instances
the minimum wage wounld be reduced from 13s.
4d, to 12s. 10d. a day. We cxplained that it
wns most unreasonable for the Government to
give notice to-day that thev werc going to make
a reduction to-morrow, and that if the unions
had adopted suech a high-handed action there

wonld have been a publie outery.”’

Later on Mr. Mc¢Callum said:

Tt would be expected that the Government
would adopt constitutional means if they de-
sired any alteration in industrial conditions
prevailing. At the same time we took the op-
portunity of lndging a strong protest against
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the actiun of the Government in leading 1 cam-
padgn ot lowering wages and inereasing hours,
and insisted that the Government should obey
the law and follow constitutional methods.

This action by the Government created a
sensation in Labour cireles. The notice was

‘sent to all unions working in the Govern-

ment service and there was a lot about ic
in the Press. Consequently, the next day,
16th June, 1922, we find the ‘*West .\us-
tralian’’ published the following:—

Government Workers.
Hours of Pay.
Cabiuet Sudden Action.
Remarkable Position.

The announcement in yesterday's ‘¢ Woest
Australian’? of the State Government’s move
to reduce the wages and increase the hours of
thousands of unionists in its employ caused
widespread discusgion .. ... The notices were
issued as a result apparently of the Cabinet
meeting on Tuesday. No announcempnt was
made that day by the Acting Premicr (Hon.
H. P. Colebateh) of any aection to he taken.
The meeting was attendedl by the Acting
Premier, the Minister for Works (Mr. W, T
George). and the Minister for Railwaygs (Mr.
J. Seaddan). Except for a statement made by
the Inst-named, little light was shed on the
position hy Ministers yesterday. Mr. George
had nothing te say. Mr. Colebatch was almost
equally reticent. All he would state last night
was, ‘‘Cabinet decided that notice should he
given to those unions who had agreements with
the Government that we intended to establish
n 48-hour week, That is all T know."’

On the next day, 17th June, 1922, the
““West Australian’’ reported a statement
made by Mr. Colebatch, the Acting Pre-
mier, in explaining the position. as fol-
Tows :—

~ Regarding the £4-honr weck, in many cases
il has proved exeeedingly eostly to the Govern-
ment. Hence the nolice to review this phase
of the position.

That was his excuse. There was no men-
tion whatever of going to the Arbitration
Court. On the same day, indeed on the
same page, the ‘*West Australian’ reported
the following remarks by Mr. MeCallum in
reply to the Aeting Premier’s statement:—

That Mr, Colebatch had missed the main
peint in regard to the action of the Government
to which the unioms were taking the strongest
exception, and that was in the cases where
there were no registered agreements or awards
covering the workers who received notice on
Wednesday that wages would be reduced and
hours inereased as from Thurgday. That is a
direct breach of the Arbitration Aet’* .. ..
“Neither side can alter the established condi-
tions of lahour’ without creating a strike or
lock-out, and this is held to bhe the case by the
courts on numerous occasions. The employer
has no more right to force upon the employees
alterations in working eonditions to which the
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uniun virjeets than the union has to enforce
upou the employer industrial conditions to
which the emplover objects. The responsibility
tor approaching the Arbitration Court does
not rest solely upen the unions, but it applies
efually to the other side, and in this case it
iy the Government who have adopted the offen-
sive, and it is for them to follow the proeedure
st ont by the law of fhe land.”’

The thing went on, and the univns fried to
combat it. They held several deputations
and on the 19th June, 1922, the “*Wess
Australian’’ published the following state-
ment by Mr. H. Millington, then generil
secretary of the ALF.:—

Speaking ro o representative of the '*West
Australinn ! on Satueday morning the pgenerul
seeretary of the AL, (dlr. H., AMillington)
stated that he had reeeived a notification from
Mr. U A, Munt to the effect that the original
netices had  heen  withdrawn, bat that new
notices were being issued to the unions con-
cerned stating that the reductions would take
place as from 19th July. ““In order to give
vih union concernced an opportunity of dis-
cussing the position which has arvisen and de-
cidle upon a eourse of action,’’ said Mr, Mil-
fington. ' have notified the unions that a
weeting of representatives will Le held at the
Perth Trades Hall at 10 @.m. on Tuesday
next.”?

And there Tollowed a list of the unions noii-
fied. In the ‘*West Australian®’ of the
20th Jupe, 1922, a little more light was
thrown on the negotiations. Here is an
extraet from a statement made by Alr. Me-
Callum and published in the newspaper:—

Mr, Munt, however, fails v point out that
the Guvernment issued orders that the reduced
wages and  inereased hours were to operate
from Timrsday last, and that it was owing to
our interviewing him and pointing out the ille-
gality of the notices thal they were withdrawn.
T still want to impress upon the Government
that they are acting illegally, and are flouting
the Arhatration Act. What would the position
have heen last Thorsdax moring if the unions
hadd not taken up the Government's challenge,
and had not interviewed Mr. Munt? The de-
partments would have endenvoured to follow
the instruetions of (fabinet, and they would
have forced the men to work for the lower
wages and longer hours. The men, of course,
would not have done this without consuiting
the unions, and as the notices were only issued
o the Wednesday there was no time fo hold
mretings nor to negotiate. Tnevitably a lock-
out wonld have resulted. I have never known
the wnione to adopt a similar attitude. The
last letter to the unions makes no reference tn
the holding of the eonference nor to the open-
ing of negotiations.

The unions held their eonference and sent
a deputation to the Aeting Tremier. The
followine reference to the conference was

173

published in the ** West Australion’’ of the
21st June, 1922:—

A conference was held, and at its conelu-
sion Mr. AMillington made the following state-
ment to a ¢*West Auvstralian’’ reporter:—" [
pointed out to the Aeting Premier,’’ said Mr.
Aillingten, ¢ that whereas the original nofices
hail been withdrawn, a further notice bad been
issued to the effeet that the Government pro-
posed tn reduce arbitrarily wages on and aftar
Jnly 19, and also to increuse the we(:kly hours
from 44 to 48. Subsequent to the adjournment
nf the conference, the following lotter con-
firming the assoranee given by Mr. Colebatch
was received. and a copy will he forwarded to
all the unions affected’’:—

Tegarding the depntution that waited on
me this morning, T have to reply that T hr:we
discussed the matter with Mr. Munt. .I"hc‘
josition is that the Government h.u,-: given
10 the untons concerned notice of ity inten-
tion to retire from the different Arbitration
Court awards and agreements eovering wages
and conditions of employment under the Gov-
ernment. TIn the conrse of_ a fow f'Inys..Mr.
Munt hopes fo be in a pesition fo submit to
the respective unions a seale of wages and
conditions whieh it is proposed shall operate
after the expiration of the notices . . . . . -
In the event of these wages or conditions not
heing aeceptable to any of the unions con-
cerned, it will he competent for such unions
to negotiate with the Government throngh
Afr. Munt, or to approach the Arbitration
Court.

The then Government set out deliberatelv
to reduce wages and inerease hours, and
this despite the provisions of the Arbitra-
tion Aet. They did not cite a single union
in the eourt. Only 24 hours’ notice was
given, and but for the resistanee put up
by the unions, they would have had their
wages reduced next day.

Mr. Thorn: Was that an
Court award?

Mr. CROSS: The then Government flouted

Arhitration

. the Arvbiteation Court's award. Every class

of [overnment employee subsequently suf-
fered that reduetion in wages and increnze
in honrs. All the tramwax men were re-
dAneed 3s. 6. a woeek on the 2Ist January,
1973, The Commissioner of Ratlwavs wrote
to Mr. Kenafick, then seeretary of the Rail-
wav Oficers” Tnian, and they were forend
to take lower wages and go hack te a 48-
hour week.

My, Thorn: Who gave them the 44-hour
week?

Mr. CROSS: Tt had heen given and rati-
fied in the court.

Hon. P. D. Ferauson: By the previous
CGlovernment.

Nitting suspended from 6.15 to 730 p.m.
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Mr. CROKS: Besides the matters to which
T referred before tea, the Nationalist Gov-
ernment produced another unenviable re-
cord, in fact the most wmnenviable in the
history of the State. Just before tea, the
member for Toodyay (Mr. Thorn) inter-
jected to the effect that the lower working
week was instituted hy the previous Gov-
ernment. I cannot recollect that, but T do
know that a Nationalist Government had
been in power for six years previous to
1922, that is, from the time Labour went
out of office in 1916. Although conditions
had heen fairly prosperous and prices were
high, a period of great stagnation set in as
a result of the maladminisiration of the
Nationalist Government. The year 1922
ranks as one of the worst in the history of
Perth, There was more unemployment in
the eity at that time than at any otker
period, with the exception of 1931. Meet-
ings of unemployed were being held every
day. Men were sleeping on the Esplanade,
and during the winter arrangements were
made for men to sleep in the basement of
ITis Majesty’'s Theatre. That was the year
when the late Mr. Lovekin, when appealed
te to provide food for the unemployed, gave
£30 for the purchase of meals. On one
orension when unemploved went to the office
of the then Acting Premier, Mr. Colehatch,
he was so touched by the depressing sight
that he ralled in his seeretary and gave the
men £20 with whieh to buyv meals that night.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: How do vou know
that?

Mr. CROSS: It was reporfed in the “West
Australion” of the 9th June, 1922, That was
the result of six venrs of Government by the
Nationalist Party, and they were turned out
of office.  When they returned to power,
stagnation again set in, though not entirely
due to them. World conditions had become
diffienlt, and the lower prices obtaining for
exportable products had made eonditions
had. The result of the Government's mal-
administration, however, made things con-
siderably worse. I am of opinion that the
record of the last Nationalist Government
will go down in history as one of the worst
periods ever suffered by the people of this
State. They interfered with arbitration
awards, and by enforeing a veduction of
20 per ecent. in wages and salaries, broke
the sanctity of econtracts. We have heard
menhers of the Nationalist Party from time
to time speak of the sanetity of confracts.
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but they did not say one word of the con-
tracts they forced people to break through
inability to pay, and made no attempt to
reduce the amounts of sueh contracts. Thus
it was that as a result of financial emer
gency legislation thousands of people in
this State lost their homes. There were
large numbers in my electorate, and I know
it applied to all electorates. I believe that
act by the Nationalist Government will not
he forgotien.

Mr. J. H, Smith: Your Government per-
petuated that legislation.

My, CROSS: Another statement made by
the Acting Leader of the Opposition was
somewhat misleading. I tried to elieit the
facts by way of interjection, but failed.
The hon. member said that in April, 1933,
when the present Government took office,
there were 13,400 men on relief work or
sustenance, and that in October, 1934, after
18 months of Labour Government, the num-
her had been reduced to 10,197. What the
Acting Leader of the Opposition did not
tell us was how many of the 13,400 men were
working and how many were on sustenance.
We know that nine-tenths of the total were
on bare sustenance, and we also know that
after 18 months of Labour administration
nearly all the 10,197 men—the exceprions
being a few C class men—were engaged on
relief work.

Mr. J. H. Smith: And it took six days
a week to earn it.

My, CROSS: I will tell the hon. member
what amounts were received under the two
administrations. A man came to me a week
azo and produced a couple of slips for taxa-
tion returns. During the regime of the Na-
tionalist Government he was engaged on re-
lief work at £1 per week over sustenance and
was paid on the basis of a four-unit man.
The return showed that he paid taxation
in the last year of the Nationalist Govern-
ment on earnings amounting to £126. The
second return, lodged during the Lahour
administration, showed that a daughter had
passed the stipulated age limif, thus redue-
ing the taxpayer to a three-unit man,
hut his earnings had increased to E148.
That is typical of the general experience
Under Labour administration, all the
workers are getting a fair cut.  The
vexed problem of unemployment is not com-
mon to any country. It is world-wide. Tn
this State it is high time that we took definite
steps  and  adopted definite  methods  to
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grapple with it.  Members of the Opposition
will agree that the State will never wet back
to nornal comditions until all our men ave
put on to full-fime work. In FEnrope and
Great Britain vears azo n definite method
was adopted.  We joz along in Auvstralia
and make no provision tur men who get out
of work. That probably i< not dne to anv
pirtiendar State Government.  In 1908 Ger-
many mtroeduced a system of national insur-
ance against sickness and unemployment.
That was followed a few vears later by
Great Britain. In many families there are
voung lads and voung grown men who under
{rresent conditions i every State of the
Commonwealth have no chanee of gotiing rve-
lief work. There are very few openings for

them. In thisz State we have aboui 200 cases,
known and classified as “C” c¢lass men.

Those ave people not fit for active work, but
not bad enough for the invalid pension.
They are really borderline cases, and for
them the outlnok is dark. The upposition
could assist in dealing with that problem. 1
helieve they are sincere and syvmpathetie in
that respeet. It is time the Federal Govern-
ment bronght down a comprehensive scheme
for national insurance against sickness and
unemplovment. Thiz wounld wive those who
gravitate to the unemployed class a feeling
that they could always get enough to live on
decently when ont of work.

Mr. North: Ilo yvou mean it eould be sub-
sulised by the Tederal Government?

Mr. CROSS: Yes. XNo scheme of insur-
ance could satisfactorily be introduced by a
State Government. [t one were introduced
in thi~ State we would probably receive
crowds of men from the other States. It
can only he brought ahout by the Conunon-
wealth: Government, whose job it iz to de if.
The scheme would be maintained by con-
tributions from the workers, from industry
cengrally, and  subsidised by the Govern-
ment. If thiz could be hrought about all our
people would immediately he put back into
full time emplovment. Possibly some men
would take advantage of such a scheme, but
I believe the majority would not do so. I
intend later on to move a motion asking the
jovermgent to assist in pressing the Federal
Government to stand up to their job, and
make provision for people who are out of
work. There are many persons who have
come to Australia because their relatives are
here. Even if they are as old as 55 when they
arrive thexr are not entitled to an old-aee
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pension tor another 20 vears,  Sowething
similar appertain: in the case ol people who
wo from Australin to (reat Britain,  The
Federal Government should have a reciprocal
arrangemenl with the Tmperinl Government
wherehy those people arve not left out in the
eold. Through ne fault of their own such
people may become a charity on the Staie,
and not on the Federal Govermuent.  The
Deputy Leader of the Country Party had
nothing constrnetive to offer in his speech
on the Address-in-reply. His only ery was
for the furmer. He inferred that Govern-
ments and Labour people generally had done
nothing for the furmers. During the last
vear ar two the people have done an enor-
mons amount for Farmers, and have doune it
without squealing.  Coneessions in railway
freighis und super have heen ziven.

Mr, Patrick: Recently!

Mr. CROSS: That has been going «m for
i nwinber of vears, Farmers have also had
the henelit of the 25 per cent. exchange.
That exchange lhas been paid by the people,
and the Labour Party have not romplained.

AMr. Patrick: You do not understand that
question.

Mr. CROSS: The exchange raie means a
super tax of 25 per cent. on all imports.
That 1= paid by the people without com-
plaining, and s ol considerable benefit to
the producers.  In thaf way too we are help-
ing the industry.  The time will arrive when
this State will have to consider eurtailing the
production of wheat, and engaging in more
profitable industry. We know how much
assistance hax been piven to ithe wheat-
growing industry, and what the position is
to-dax. 1In Manitohy the farmers get an
average vield ahoni twice the average for
Australia. and they do this withont using
any fertiliser.

My, Patrick: You had better leave that
point alone, too,
My, CRORN: One wonders whether we

~hall ever he able to compete with sneh coun-
tries.  In Manitoba there is land which tor
3 congecitive season= has  produced  an
averace of 0 huslels of wheat to the acre.

M Patriek: What abont the last fwo
sea=ons !

Mr. CROSS: Those were exceptions. The
two most profitable industries in this State
are wool and gold. It would pay us to
assist those industries to the greatest ex-
tent possible. When the rehabilitation of
industry fakes place in connection with
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wheat growing, the best way to assist far-
mers, especially in cases where there is
no poison on the land, would be to give
each one a few sheep. Sheep are more pro-
fitable than wheat. There is one way in
which woolgrowers sitnated in arid por-
tions of the State can be assisted. Take
the land north of Leonora, where plenti-
ful supplies of artesian water are obtain-
able at depths of from 16 to 20 feet.

Mr. Patrick: Artesian water at 16 to 20
feet?

Mr. Thore: You do not know your suh-
jeet; you are off the track.

Mr. CROSS: The hon. member need not
worry about that., In that area until a
week ago there had been searcely any rain
for a wear. Though there is positively no
ground feed, the stock and sheep there look
remarkably well, subsisting on saltbush and
mulga. In company with the Minister for
Lands I paid a visit to a station north of
Leonora within the last week or two. The
condition of the sheep which had been fat-
tened on the top feed was remarkably
good. If is quite feasible for the Govern-
ment to do something extremely beneficial
for the industry there. Some years ago
they introduced varions subtropical plants
into Western Australia. On Clovelly Downs
station T saw a hedge of Queensland salt-
bush, which had been planted ahout a year
ago. In spite of the faet that there had
been no rain, the hedge had grown about
6 feet thick and about 5 feet high, and we
were told that it had to be clipped every
three weeks in order to keep it down. The
Minister for Lands was with me, and saw
the hedge. These stafements are perfeetly
true. My opinion is that it might even
pay the Government to send a man to the
arid portions of South America to see whe-
ther any plants growing there would prove

henefieinl  if  introduced inte Western
Australia. Tf the result of such an
investigation were te produce but one
varicty of plant ecapable of adding

a few millions to the potential wealth ot
Western Australia, the expenditure would
be well warranted. T have said that gold
mining is probably our most profitable in-
dustry. My belief is that the price of
gold will remain high for a considerable
time. That is the opinion of experts, too.
During my election eampaign I said that
it would be preferable to send men
prospecting for gold rather rthan follow the
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example of the previons Nationalist Gov-
ernment nnd set men chopping up grass in
the streets. It pleases me extremely to know
that the present Government have sent many
men prospecting. In many mining centres
there are mines containing ore of fairly low
grade which have been worked and aban-
doned, but which with State batteries within
reasonable proximity would again prove
payable propositions. In the Mt Malcolm
disirict numbers of mines still have fair
amounts of gold in them. There is no hat-
tery within 75 miles of Malcolm. 1 helieve
that if a State battery were provided close
at hand, men could go to work on the old
shows.  Undey present conditions the ore
has to be handled four or flve times and to
pay freight to the nearest battery. Even
with the present high price of gold, the
extra cartage cost makes such propositions
unpayable. My opinion is that many shows
in that distriet wounld, under the conditions
T have outlined. find work for men, putting
them into profitable employment and pro-
ducing real wealth for Western Australia.
Let me quote a few of these mines and
state the quantities of gold won from them.
The Golden Crown mine treated 1,833 tons
for 1,726 ounces. The Midas treated 1,187
tons for 1.324 ounces. The North Star
14,036 tons for 13,352 ounces. The Rich-
mond Gem, roughly 12,500 tons for 11,500
ounces. Within a 10-mile radius of Maleolm
35 wmines have produecd 49,904 ounces from
the treatment of 65,991 tons. In many of
these mines, I repeat, gold is known to exist,
but the cartage cost renders working them
prohibitively dear. Take the case of the
Nine of Hearis. Anyone who knows Mal-
colm knows that the Nine of Hearts carries
a lode five or six feet wide going about 12
dwts. to the ton. Under existing conditions
it does not payv to work the mine, breause
the ore has to be railed to the nearest bag-
tery, which is at Laverton. Leonora luas
for many years ngitated for a State batiery.
The Mines Department have consistently re-
ported asgainst this proposal. I recognise
that in the days when gold was £3 17s. 6d.
per sunce. many of these mines would not
have paid to work, Nevertheless, 38 mines
within a 10-mile radius of Leonora have
produced 1,839,455 ounces of gold. T should
not omit to mention that the largest pro-
ducer of that group is the Sons of fiwalia,
whieh has produced 134 million ounces from

nearly 4,000,000 tons of ore. In the Leon-
ora distriet are numerous mine~ rarry-
ing four or five dwts. to the ton.
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If a public baitry were installed there, [
believe work would be found for a conzider-
able namber of men.

Mr. Patrick: In whose electorate is that
¢entre?

Mr. CROSS: I make no apology for thus
referring to the gold mining industry, be-
canse it is State-wide and it is, or should
be, our business to see that we extract from
it the greatest possible benefit. In other
countries where gold is produced, they are

taking every advantage of the high
price ohtainable, and are doumbling and
trebling their production if it is at

all  possible, They recognise that gold
15 a commodity for which there is a good
market. There are other districts where if
would be an advantage if State batteries
were erected. I suggest to the Government
that they seriously consider erecting half a
dozen public batteries in wmining distriets
where there are a considerable number of
old shows. Full inquiries should be made,
and if that were done, I helieve what I
suggest would turn out fo be a most pay-
able proposition. In spite of the fact that
the Mines Department refused to recom-
mend the erection of a battery in the Lea-
nora district, at least two companies have
sinee that date been floated with fairly
bheavy capitalisations. They are both pro-
viding reasonably big treatment plants.
Then again at the Tower Hill mine there
15 a tremendous lode of low-grade ore. A
Melbourne company holds an option over the
property at present and is awaiting the
delivery of diamond drills. Such is the
confidence of certain of the mining com-
panies operating in the Leonora district
that the Sons of Gwalia Company have had
geological and geophysical ‘examinations
made of the district. At present a diamond
drill is being operated on the prer lode.
From disenssions I had with prospectors in
the district, T believe that if a battery were
established there it would prove benefieial to
the State. Prospectors in the Menzies district
informed me that the charges levied hy the
private battery that is running there are so
exhorbitant as to make the getting of ore
almost unprofitable. I believe some eou:id-
eration should be given to the erection of a
public battery at Menzies. The member for
Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) could
possibly tell us whether it would be wise to
establish a battery in the Southern Cross
area. There are a number of mines ‘here
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and the nearest public battery is about 100
miles away. It is too expensive to trans-
port the ore to that battery for treatm.ent.
It would be in the interests of the State if
the Government decided to spend £30,000 ov
s0 in providing from four to six public bat-
teries in districts that were likely to provide
adequate returns. The member for South
Fremantie {Mr, Fox) meationed another
matter I desire to deal with, namely, the re-
enactment of the Metropolitan Whole Milk
Act. T believe that measure should ha re-
enacted, but some drastic alterations should
be effected in order to preserve fair play
and equity amongst the various sections of
the trade. The member for South Fre-
mantle drew aftention to certain thinaes that
were being done. T have received numerous
complaints from producers, and I look for
support from members of the Country
Party in my desire to see that the producers
in my electorate receive a fair crack of the
whip.

Mr. Patrick: Not only in your electorate.

Mr. CROSS: I have bad complaiuts of
malpractices indulged in by certain whole-
salers. TFor instance, some producers have
contracts with certain firms. First of all
they were told to deliver milk fwice daily,
onee af night and onee in the morning.
After a few weeks they were told to de-
liver once daily. They were told to place
the night milk in one can and the day milk
in another. When they delivered the milk,
it was puf into one vat and a week later thev
received statements from which it appeared
that thex received whole milk prices for the
morning mitk and butter fat prices for the
night milk. When the Bill dealing with the
whole milk position is before the House, [
shall be able to give further particulars., T
have the proof necessary to  <up-
port these cssertions, together with
statements from the firms concerned. There
is another practice that some people have
been indulging in. To secure dontracts;
certain of the wholesale firms told the pro-
ducers that if they wanted confracts thev
would have to do something outside the
seope of the Act. Men, whose word nobedy
would doubt, have said to me, “We bave
heen informed that we can get contracts for
our milk if when the milk cheque comes to
£14 a week, we go in on Tnesdays and et
the cheque for £14 but give £2 back.""

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: What sort of a
dealer would that be?
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Mr. CROSS: That is what is going on.
T beheve the only way to stop the malprac-
Tices is to place the whole of the milk in the
greater metropolitan area under the control
of the Whole Milk Board, allowing the pro-
dncers fo deliver their milk and submit a
statement of their deliveries, for which they
would be paid by the board. The board
should be placed in full control of the busi-
ness. Serious consideration must be given
to this matter if fair play is to be extended
te the produocers. When the Act is under
review, I hope provision will he made to
give refailers representation on the board.

Hon. P. D. TFerguson: After the way
they have treated the produeers.

Mr. CROSS: The complaints are against
the wholesalers, not the retailers. T have
received no evidence at all against the re-
tatlers. Regarding the transport faeilities
available in the greater metropolitan area,
T continue to receive numerons complaints
regarding the tramway serviees, not only in
my  cleetorate but in other electorates as
well.  The trams are said to he slow and
inadegnate. T am definttely of the opinion
that there should he no new extensions of
tramway services. KExperts say that the
peirol-driven bus represents an advance on
the elertric tram and that the Diesel engine
running on erude oil is an advance on the
petrol-driven vehicle, Experts also say that
the trnlley buses that ean be run by means
of power generated within the State are
superior to both. Fven at the present time
it would he a paving proposition to take
up a ecouple of the tram lines in order fo
ditplicaie some of the single lines, and put
trolley buses in place of the lines removed.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Ax, for instance, the
ane to Claremont.

Mr. CROSS: Yes, Claremont is one, and
‘Comn another. It is ridiculons that it
shonld take 45 minutes to go by tram from
the Terth Town Hall to Como. The same
thine applies to the Claremont line. It
would pay to take up those lines, establish
trollex huses in their stead, and daplicate
the single tram lines, which ean never he
run either cheaply or satisfactorily. T hope
this year the Government will put on a now
ferry hoat to South Perth, and thajt
she will he a hoat the passengers can walk
on te instead of having to scramhble into, as
at present. I trust the Minister. when he
considers the profits heing made by the
Sonth Perth ferry service, will agree to pot
on a new hoat. In recent years, consider-
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able publicity has been given to the proposal
that the Perth central railway station shounld
be shifted north of its present pesition. I
think when consideration is given to an ex-
tension of the Trans, line to Fremantle, the
extension will go, not north of the river,
hut south of it. It will be the cost of resum-
ing land in the metropolitan area that will
force the line to the south side of the river.
Consideration should be given to the re-
sumption of land through the area south
of the river, because every vear the place
iz growing so fast that eventually it will
vost the State an enormous amount of money
io make the necessary resumptions for the
railway. T have guite a fair idea of suit-
able sites, for T know where the survey has
heen taken. At present the land could be
resumed very cheaply, and there would be
very litfle Tesumption needed in one por-
tion of Victoria Park where the line will
have to go through, becanse it is the only
position where the two lines could cross. I
say consideration shounld he given to pre-
paring for something which must eveninate

soaner or later. During recent months
T have heen making a serious effort
to get a mnew school for the Canning

Bridge-Mt. Henry area. I helieve it is
the intention of the department to erect
a school, for which an unanswerable case
has been put up, but 1 want the Minister
seriously to consider making certain that
the school is not put in a ridiculous posi-
tion. I say that with a knowledge of past
mistakes made by the department. Only
during the last few days I was informed
on reliable aunthority that the Subiaco
school was placed in so unsuitable a posi-
tion that it will now cost nearly £5,000 to
drain the land. The Queen’s Park school,
built vears ago, is also in an unsuitable
position from various points of wiew,
At Wattle Grove, where thev had  a
public hall, it has been agreed that within
the next few months it will have to be
moved to a more suitable place. The school
at Appleeross alse is in an unsatisfactory
position, for it is built away from the popn-
lation and very few people are near it. I
should like to see pursued by the depart-
ment a policy that will take into considera-
tion future development and the making
aof reserves for school sites. Also steps
should he taken to reserve land for secon-
dary schools in a eouple of places, because
at the rate development is going on south
of the river a secondary school will he re-
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quired there, and probabiy at XNedlands
also, in a few more vears. There are many
requests relative to local schools, but on the
Loan Estimates T shall have something to
say about those. The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition took strong exception to the
Government’s reclamation work on the
river, and said it was a waste of money.
I do not know whether it is. T carry my
miond back to the reclamation work of the
American  Government in Miami 2 few
vears ago, when millions of pounds was
spent in constructing a huge conerete wall
in order to reclaim an allizator and mos-
quite swamp. There they put on ten large
dredges and did the job in about 18 months.
That area is now the playground of Amer-
iea. A large aerodrome has been built
on the reclaimed land, together with an
hotel that cost £100,000. Recently I read
a magazine article in whieh it was stated
that the return on the momney expended
has been 121 per cent. So the money was
not wasted there, and neither will it be
wasted here. I can assure the Depuir
Leader of the Opposition there will be a
sarious outery if the reclamation work be
stopped. The CGovernment, while working
on the scheme on the south bank of the
river, should consider the f£lling in of
Miller’s Pool near Mill Point, Sonth Perth,
where there is 234 acres of water with an
average depth of two feet. It constitutes
one of the worst mosquito hbreeding
grounds in the metropolitan area. The Gov-
ernment could quite easily dredge the
channel at the Narrows and fill in that
pool.  There is another half-mile of swamp
on the south side of the river that should
be filled in before the dredge is moved away
for work elsewhere. 1 refer to the area
between Manning Point and Coode Street.

Mr. Thorn: Have you put that up to the
Government ¢

Mr. Marshali: What has that to do with
yout

Mr. CROSE: At Mt Henry  there is
a4 30-acre block of land on the point
which is one of the finest blocks in the
State. I believe it would make an excel-
lent site for a sanatorinm. I consider that
that block of land should be resumed and
held in perpetuity for the people of the
State. It is a choice block that T believe
eould be bought cheaply, but in a few years
it is likely to become extremely valuable.
Many other requirements of the Canning
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distriet could be mentioned, but I shall
have an opportunity to press those requests
when the Estimates are being considered.
I thank members for the courteous hearing
they have given me. .

MR. WELSH (Pilbarra) [822]: I join
with other members in welcoming the newly
clected members for South Fremantle and
Avon. T wish also to congratulate JMr. Wise
on his elevation to Cabinet vank. 7 teel
sure that by virtue of his training. he will
make an excellent Minister. His appoint-
ment to Ministerial rank has given pleasure
to the people of the North-West, inasinuch
a5 it has given direct representation in the
Cubinet Chrough a man who has lived
amongst the people of the North and whe
understands the necd< of the North. The
present Government have been very sym-
pathetic in their treatment of the North-
West, especially in the matler of building
jetlies, which arve absolutelv necessary, and
in the matter of annual road grants. Many
of the roads of the North-West are practic-
ally roads in name only, and owing to the
torrential rains that oceur, heavy expendi-
ture is needed to maintain them. The annual
grants given by the Government are very
aceepinble. 1 should like te mention that
the reccnt visit to the North-West of Par-
liamentarians, made possible by the invita-
tion of the Minister. has given great satis-
faction to the preople of that part of the
State.  Alihough 1t was a hwried visit, it
gave membhers an opportunity to undersiand
the conditions that prevail. It is regrettable
that the itinerary was rvesiricled to a tour of
the ecoast, but I am hoping that this trip
will be the [orerunner of many other Par-
liamentary visit<.  Such visits will make
members realise that the disabilifies o1 which
we speak are very real. The Speech of the
Lieut.-Governor sounded a gratifving note

regavding the mining industry.  But forr
that industry. the Siate wonld he hard
pressed to weather the depression. This

seems to he about the only industry that has.
manifested any prosperity during the last
three or four years. The prospeeting ~chene,
initiated by the Ainister For Mines, has
proved a very good one. [i has been the
means of stimulating the industry to a large:
extent and has also resulted in the employ-.
ment of a large number of men. 1 must
enter a protest against the granting of re-
servations on =ome of the fields, which ins
resulted in the locking up of auriferons
couniry. In my electorate there are severad



180

reservations that have been held for some
vears without having had a pick put into
them or any work dene at all. T think I
am right in =aving that <onme of the reserva-
tions have nol even had a peg put in the
ground. One man pul down a shaff in an
attompt to cut a reef or lode, and after
having sunk to w considerable depth, he
found that he was working on a reservation
and that his labour had been in vain. That
is unfair to the prospectors, who have heen
battling wnder very grave diffienities.

My, Marshall: Where is all the money
that Claude de Bernales was supposed to
have raised for work on those reservations?

Mr. WELSIL: Not mueh of it has heen
spent in my clectorate,

My, Marshall: And none in mine, cither.

Mr. WELSH : If syniieates were allowed
to take up such reservations, working men
eonld develop them without needing outside
capital.  When prospectors wish to go on
1o those shows, however, thev are debarred
owing to the country heing loeked up. [
think it is a mistake fur the Government to
continne the policy of rranting reservations.
Certainly they should advertise parlienlars
of the reservations amd give prospectors a
chance to know where they are located.
Moxi of those shows are propositions that
could he worked. Men working under a
syndieate could develop them. 1 hope that
wheir the reservations expire, the Govern-
ment will not renew them. Aeccording o
the Speech, the quantity of wool prodacwd
Inst vear was 88,457,662 lbs., which was «
record for the State. Unfortunately the
price of wool last year was low. Pastor-
alist« have experienced a very lean time
during the last four or five vears, and they
have a lot of leeway to make up. Follow-
ing on the heavy clip last year, a lighter
reburn will he obtained this year, but siiil
I think a fair elip is to be expected. Theve
are prospects of the wool mavket showing
an mmprovement this year, and I trust that
the improvement will be realised. Regard-
ing cattle, the stock in the far North has
heen pranted facilities under the pleure
restrictions, hut diffienlty is being experi-
enced in marketing the stock. The cattle

bave been tested with the Turner
test, put through the dip for tiek,
ad  also  treated for buffalo fiy, but

1liey are now held up between Nullagine and
Meekatharra vwing to the shoriage of water.
They have alveady passed through a 70-mile
stiawe withont water. 1 should like to ask
1he f=evernment to tuke steps to provide a
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water supply on that 70-mile stage. 1t is
not fair tuv expect cattle to traverse such a
distance without water, and a determined
effort should be made to find water on the
route. The people coneerned would he grate-
ful if the Government could make a grang
for water facilities in this aren. After the
eattle ladl been dipped, they had to go
through the 70-mile stage without water. By
the time they had got to the end of that
stage, they were in a bad way. The Govern-
ment have been good enough to make provi-
sion for a flying doctor. This means giving
the people outhack medical assistance when
they veguire it. The appointment is also
useful in the case of other doctors living
along the coast, who may have to perform
operations and may require the services of
an extra doctor. | wish the Government
would appoint a warden or acting-warden
for the Vilbara field. Dr. Davis of Hedland
has been torced fo attend to mining duties at
Mavble Bar, aml the time hns come when a
special appointment in ¢onnection with those
duties should Le made. Now that mining is
more aetive than it used to be, all kinds of
troubles may occur on the fleld, and if it
were possible to appeint a warden or resi-
dent magistvate and have him siationed at
Marble Bar, it wounld he a great advantage
to all concerned. The request is a reason-
able one now that the industry is going
ahead. The distriet is fully entitled to its
own warden, and | hope such an appoint-
ment will not he long delayed.

MR, NEEDHAM (Perth) [8.33]: I wish
to offer my sineere congratulations to the
two new members upon the splendid
spevches they have delivered. The member
for Avon (Jr. Boyxle) delivered a very fine
ntterance. This indieated that he had studied
the subject wetl. The speech delivered by
the member for South Fremantle (Mr. Fox)
was also one that wag worth listening to.
These two members should prove a decided
acquisition to the debating powers of the
House. 1 read very carefully the speech
delivered by the Deputy Leader of the Coun-
try Party. When I had done 50 T was at a .
loss to decide whether to offer him my con-
gratulations or my condolences. After a
little vefleetion 1 decided to offer him both.
[ congratulate him on the pains he took in
the preparation of a very comprehensive
speech. He left nothing untouehed. T also
compliment him upon the dilizence he dis-
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Played in the compilation of his speech, and
for the amount of labour he must have ex-
pended upon it. 1 condole with him beeanse
ot his failure to complete the task he sef
himself. He set oul to make a ease against
the Government, and to say that he failed
mizerably is to use o very mild expression.

Mr. Sampson: You are very hard to
satisfy.
M. NEEDHAM: Not at all. 1 like a

man who is in a respongible position to give
< solid faets, and the absenve of such fart=
wias one of the main Teafures of ihe lom.
member’s speech. He fell hack on the
well-worn gibe of Trades Hall influence. He
repeated almost ad nausenm the statement
that the Government have veecived more
money thun the Government of whick he was
a leading member.

Mr. Marshall: And more capable of hand-
Huy i,

Mr. NEEDILAM: Throughout his speech
there was no recognition of anything done
by the Government that was good. The main
hurden of his speech was the alleged fact
that the Premier received so much more
money than the Premier nader whom the
hen. member had served.

Mr, Marshall: And spent it more wisely.

Mr. NEEDHAM: Tf that s so, it is proof
that those who lent the money to the Govern-
ment had a higher opinion of then than
they had of the Govermment with which the
hon. member was associated.

Tlon. P. D. Ferguson: The statement ap-
plied te every Government in Australia.

Mr. NEETYHAM : 1t proves that the credit
of the present Government stands high. 1t
alzge proves that the Prewier was able to
pui up a good case to the Loan Council, 30
that he was able to get all the money neces-
saryv for his foll financial requirements.
That was a very good thing to do.  The
TLoan Council is eomprised of a majority
ot anti-Labour Governments. Tt is somo-
thing to be proud of that the Premier was
able to convinee the majority of anti-Lah-
our members of the Loan Council thai the
policy he was pursuing was o sound one.
That iz why he got more money. He alse
proved that the manner in which he was
spending the money was a better one than
the method adopted by his immediate pre-
decessor in office. He showed that he was
not spending money foolishly and merely
for the sake of keeping men in some kind
of work, bot that he was spending it on
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work of a reproductive nature. Instead of
the Deputy Leader of the Country Party
condemning the Premier because of his sue-
cess, he shonld have congratulated him, but
he failed to do so. WWhilst the Premier was
nt the Loan Council meetings and was able
to secure money for his full financial re-
quirements, the representatives of the anti-
Labour Governments were noi so success-
iul. This proves they were not spending
the money they got in as economieal a man.
ner as it was being spent by the Premier
of this State. The Leader of the Nation-
alist Party, both in this Chamber and out-
side it, has accused the present (Government
of extravagance in regard to loan expendi-
ture.  The hon. gentleman has often stated
that the present Government were runnihg
Western Australin into debt by reckless
spending of loan funds, and further has
said that whilst running the State into debt
the Government were showing nn resulis
whaiever. A comparison between the activ-
ities of the Mitchell Government and those
of the Collier Government show that the
former inerensed the State indehtedness in
three vears, by way of loan works and de-
ficits, to the extent of £0,200,000, whilst
the present Government for the same pur-
poses and also in three years increased that
indebtedness by £9,340,000, a difference of
only £140000 in three years, or roughly
£47,000 per annum. Those figures supply
a eomplete refutation of the charge of ex-
travaganee so frequently havled at this Ad-
ministration by the Leader of the Nation-
alist Party. The Leader of the official Op-
position has also made similar acensations:
and the gentleman who is acting in his place
has, T think, endorsed the statement of the
Leader of the Nationalist Party that the
present Government have been guilty of
extravagance

Mr. Moloney: He does not believe in any
work heing done in the metropolitan area.

Mr. NEEDHAM: One of the reasons why
the Acting Leader of the Opposition failed
miserably in his attack on the Government
was that lie had not a single solid fact to
substantiate any of the charges he levelled
against the Administration. May I point
out to hon. members opposite that the im-
portant difference hetween the two phases
of Governmeni finance is not the difference
of £140,000 which T have just mentioned,
but the ineontrovertible faet that our bor-
rowing policy has provided men with work
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of a reproductive natnre, at the same time
providing tangible assets for the State. The
only thing produced by the finaneial
poliey of the previous Administration
was  deficits. Therein lies the  dif-
. ference Dbetween the loan expenditure of
the present Government and that of the
Mitehell Government. The Aecting Leader
of the Opposition eomplains about the pre-
sent Treasurer Laving had more money to
spend. Had the Aecting Leader of the Op-
position and his Leader heen suceesstul at
the last general election, they would perhaps
have had a little more money to spend than
during their last term, but they would have
had that additional money at the expense of
the workers of this State. The choice in
1933 was a clean-cut choice between Latham
and Labour. The people chose Tabour.
Had Latham been chosen, the workers of
Western Australia would have suffered enn-
siderably in regard to the basic wage. No
number of denials from our friends oppo-
site will do away with the fact thal the
statement was made by the Leader of the
Country Party that he woutd bring abaut a
basic wage of a Federal standard, shich
meant something like £2 18s. per weck in-
stead of £3 10s. at that time. Too much
emphasis cannot possibly bhe 1aid on that
statement of the Leader of the Country
Party at that date, its Leader.to-day, nnd
the Leader of His Majesty’s Opposition in
this Chamber. In that regard the Cuuntry
Party Leaders would have had moncv to
burn, but ai the expense, I repeat, of West-
ern Australian workers. It may be worth
while to refer to another feature of the pre-
vious Administration, although it has been
mentioned hy other speakers. Az regards
work done by sustenance mer, the Mitchell
Government had the advantage of a Inrge
amount of money and the further advant-
age of getting work done very cheaply in-
deed. It may be interesting to refer to
what actually took place during the Mitchell
regime in regard to work done by men on
bare sustenance. Prior to the Labour Go-
vernment taking over in 1933, a system had
been built up by whieh local anthorities em-
ployed sustenance men to the value of their
sustenance, being recouped aceordingly by
the Government. At its inception the sys-
tem met the need of the moment, but i af-
forded little opportunity for men to rise
above the sustenance level. The extent to
which the system had heen adopted by the
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previeus Government is shown by the fact
that in a period of two years the Govern-
ment in question paid to local authorities
in the metropolitan area no less a sum than
£406,000 by way of susienance, to which
amount the loeal authorities in question
added only £44,000, indicatimg thai the
loeal governinz bodies had work performed
to the value of no less than £450,000 for an
expenditure on their port of only £44,000.
Tt was plain to the present Government that
while workers were thus deprived of their
wiges and their purchasing power, theve
could be little improvement in general em-
Plavment conditions, Therefore it was con-
sidered necesnary to take some 1,500 men
away from that elass of work., Whatever
opposition was raised at that time—an¢l the
opposition was considerable—has of course
disappeared. Right from the inception of
the Hime when the present Government took
over. that svstem has heen stopped. and
every man working for a local authority
ltas had to get the proper rate of wages.
Speakers preceding me on the Government
side of the House have referred to the
great improvement in the position regard-
ing unemployment. No doubt there has
been a great improvement. There are over
4000 fewer men on ecither velief work
or  in veeeipt  of  sustenance  ta-day
than  there were when the Lahour
Government took charge i 1933, That
isx =a hig thing fo accomplish in
so short a period. Roughly, 4,500 men
have been taken from relief work and ab-
sorbed in private employment. That means
that the system adopted by the present
Government proved effective from the start.
Tt mesans also that a considerable redue-
tion has taken place in the amount of
money distributed by way of relief. That
the position is not as satisfactory as the
Government would like is undoubted, but
I venture to say that even the most bitter
cpponents of the Labour Party and of the
Labour Government cannot but admit the
most marked improvement regarding em-
ployment during the past two years. That
was the main issue on which the present
Government were elected to office. They
promised that they would handle the nn-
employment position better than their pre-
decessors; they have fulfilled that promise
to the letter. They promised a period of
employment to the men that wonld zive
them an opportunity to get the elothing and
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other necessaries essential for their fami-
lies; fhat promise also has been completelv
fulfilled. Prior to the advent of the Gov-
ernment, there were scareely any skilled
tradesmen employed on our public works.
Here is another direction in which the Gov-
ernment have sncceeded. They have em-
ployed skilled men in various callings—en-
gineers, painters, skilled artisans, carpenters,
ete, Bvery one of those men has heen
paid award rates of wages. Thus the Gov-
ernment have been able to provide more
waork and better wages than obtained priov
to their advent to the Treasury bench. I
need not stress the employment featuve any
forther, because those who run may read.
The position speaks for itself.

Mr. North: The increased loan indebted-
ness is the worst feature.

Mr. NEEDHAM : I regret that this work
is being done as the result of the expendi-
ture of borrowed money. I admit that is
not a pleasant feature to eontemplate, but
I consider that under the present system
there was no other way ont. It was a ease
of either borrowing money and spending
it on repreductive works in order to en-
gage those men, or of revolt and rebellion.
The limit of the patience of those men had
been reached. I, for one, would not like
to contemplate what would have ocenrred
if the position had not been handled firmly.
While it is regrettable that the work is
being carried on as a result of expenditure
of loan funds, it is infinitely preferable to
what would have oceurred if the army of
unemployed had not been absorbed in occu-
pations. That army of unemployed existed
when Labour took over the responsibility
of governing the State, and it was in a
dangerous c¢ondition. TDiseontent was ram-
pant and, whatever the cost, it had to
be met. Considerable criticism has been
levelled against the Government with re-
gard to the appointment of a full-time Min-
ister for Employment. Ti has been lightly
saild that the Minister, whom we all regret
to know is lying on a sick bed—I know the
sympathy of every member of this Chamber
goes out to him and his family at such a
time—had taken over other portfolios. ¥
warn members of the Opposition to pause
before going farther with that charge. That
Minister took over other portfolios only
when he had practically surmounted the
difficulties that confronted him in the un-
employment trouble that was apparent.
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Every member will admit that Mr. Ken-
neally had a most difficult department fo
administer, and that he did give all his
time to the work, which he carried out well.

Mr. Wansbrough: With eredit to him-
self,

Mr. NEEDHAM: Yes, and, I am afraid,
at the cost to himself of his health. He
carried out the work to the benefit of the
State. It is idle for members opposite to
hurl the charge against him that, while
carrying out the responsibilities of his
office, he went to the Eastern States on one
or two oceasions on business in another
sphere. 1t is a very cheap gibe. His de-
partment and the State generally did not
suffer during those temporary absences.
The CGovernment deserve every credit for
having created a portfolio to deal with
employment matters. They were fortun-
ate, as, foo, was the BState, in se-
earing the services of a man of the
calibre of Mr. Kenneally to fulfil that
important and very onerous post. Even
the  Minister's greatest enemy —1 do
not know that he has one—will admit that
he carried out most effective work in lus
department while his health lasted. I am
one of those who think that the zeal, enthu-
siasin and close attentien he gave to the
work of his department have been the means
of placing bhim in the hospital where
he is to-day and from which we
hope he will soon emerge, completely re-
stored to health. There is a feature of the
financial position of the State to-day that
stands ount eameo-like. I refer to the extra-
ordinary improvement recorded last year in
the defleit. It amounted to £167,000, an
improvement on the estimated deficit of
£477,000, and on the previous year's result
of £622,000. We are not yet out of the
econoniic blizzard buf, in common with the
rest of the world, we are still in the midst
of the economic storm. Prosperity was
talked about often and we were repeatedly
told we had turned the corner, whereas, pen-
erally speaking, we are still at that cormer.
When I realise all these things I say the
accomplishment of the Government in so
redueing the estimated deficit is a feature
worth marking, for it stands out promi-
nently. Tt might be well briefly to refer to
faxation. During the 2% years the present
Government have been in power they have
not introduced taxation, if we except the
fax of 1s. 4d. in the ponnd on the profits of
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gold mining companies, which I think was
justified, having regard to the position the
industry is in.  As a matter of fact I think
the imposition of a tax of 1s. 4d. in the
pound on the profits of gold mining com-
panies was moderate, and that the Parlia-
ment treated the gold mining companies
very generously in imposing so light a tax.
However, that was the only new tnxation
brought in. Prior to the advent of this
Administration there was a financial emer-
geney or unemployment tax of 4%4d. in the
pound, «a flat rate of 41%4d. in the pound com-
meneing at £2 weckly for a married man
and £1 1s. weekly for a single man. Dur-
ing the last elections the members of this
party condemned that tax as iniguitous and
inequitable. And it was cectainly inigunitous
to impose a flat rate tax to help the unem-
ployed at 4%4d. in the pound, and commene-
ing at £2 weekly for married people, and
£1 1x. weekly for single people. For a man
receiving £2 weekiy and baving a family to
keep and rent to pay, to have to pay the
same amount of tax as a man with £25 or
more weekly, was most inigquitous. When
this party took charge here, we hastened
to amend that taxation. We abolished the
flat rate and imposed a graduated tax in-
creasing with the income to 9d. in the pound,
but exempting those on the basie wage. The
Deputy Leader of the Opposition laid stress
on the recent industrial trouble in Kalgoor-
Me, and charged members on this side with
non-obhservance of the law of the land, the
law of arbitration. If the hon. member had
exercised his memory he would have known
that most hrenches of awards in this State
have heen committed by employers.  He
might hate remembered there was a time
when the Arbitration Court delivered an
award to the mining industry in consequence
of which one of the mines closed down,
the company saying they ecould not pay
the award rate to the men. Was that an
observance or u breach of the Arhitration
Court’s award? In that regard I might re-
mind my friends opposite that they are
living in a glass house and cannot afford to
throw stones. They have forgotten alto-
gether their own action when on this side
of the House, when they put the Arbitration
Court in shackles. They did not Jeave it as
a free and independent tribunal as it should
he. Oh no! In their dragnet when they
attempted to balance the Budget in aceord-
ance with the dictuin of the Premiers’ Plan,
they bronght in the State Arhitration Court
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and praetically told the court what it had
to do. And the court did it. The then Gov-
ernment brought in private employment and
rave a chance to the employer to go to the
court and get a vednelion of 20 per cent.
on the wages that had to be paid. The
Deputy Leader of the Opposition did noi
tell the House he was a member of the
only Government in Aunstralia that brought
the Premiers’ Plan into operation in private
cmplovment. No other Government in Aus-
tralia did that, Al that the other Govern-
ments were coneerned about was their own
employees in their own Government depavi-
ments.  Their concern was fo halance their
owu budgets, Commonwealth and State, It
was not their eoncern to interfere with the
wages of the men and women employed by
private firms.  So they left them severely
alone, and left it to the Government of
which the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
was a member to bring in this idea and to
compel the conrt to veduce the wages of
men and wonen employed in private enter-
prise.  And that Government went further,
for when the court gave a decision it he-
came @ commnon rule throughont the State,
My friend conveniently forgot the ecaze of
an organisation here which had but one
bricklayer working in its service. That
organisation got an award from the court
for a reduction in wages, and consequently
every hricklaver in the State was made sub-
jeet to the same reduelion, As I have said,
our friends when on the Government side
placed the Arbitration Court in manacles,
whereas the present Government took off
the manacles and freed the eourt from that
indignily.  The Financinl Emergency Aet
was  amended to  exempt all  industrial
awards and agrecements from the provisions
of that Aei. T repeat that this State is the
only State in the Commonwealth where pri-
vitte employment was ineluded in the finan-
cial emergency legiskilion. Had the member
for York, the Leader of the Opposition,
been elected with a majority three vears
ago, the workers of this State would have
suffered a reduetion in their basic wage, and
would still have heen working 48 hours
fweekly; and, as the member for Middle
Swan {3y,

ITegney)  reminds  me,
would  still  he  suffering  the  effeets
of the financial  emergencey  legislation
as applied to the Arbitration Court,

The Government remedied that state of af-
fairs and rvestored their wages. In aldi-
tion, they redunced the hours of their own
employeces to 44 per week. The Tahour
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Party, when in office on a previous occasion,
granted the 4d-hour week to their em-
ployees, but as soon as a change of Govern-
ment took place in 1930. those employees
had to revert to the 48-hour week. The pre-
sent Government took office in 1933 and
again their employees are on the 4t-hour
week. 1 realise that that was brought
about by administrative action; it was not
brought about by legislation enactment. T
am only sorry that the +it-hour week iz con-
fined to Government employees. I should
like to see it extended to all ovempations
right through the State: in fact T would
like to see the hours of lubour reduced much
below 44 per week. We can say what we
like, do what we like and legislate as long
as we like, hut until the weckly hours are
considerably reduced, we will never et any-
where near to a solution of the unemploy-
ment problem with regard to either adulis
or youths. We are making a drive at pre-
sent in the interests of motherhood and
vouth. We realise the very eomples, intri-
cate problem of youth and unemployment.
We realise that each vear during the five
years depression, in this State alone, 4.000
boys and girls left school for whom tlere
was no employment. They are up against
a stone wall. In order to do something to
meet the situation, we are engaged in a
drive for motherhood and vouth. Tt may be
said that this is simply o palliative. We are
not touching the main. problem, and hours
of labour will have to be shortened. [ have
mentioned a few things that the Govern-
ment have aceomplished. T consider they
have achieved wonderful results in fuce of
the very severe handicap under which they
have laboured, the handicap of the Legisla-
tive Couneil and the Loan Couneil. There
are two leg irons. From the legislative
point of view the Government have the leg
iron of the Legislative Council; from the
finaneial point of view they have the leg
iron of the Loan Council. During the past
two years the Government have been in
constant conflict with the members of the
Legislative Conncil, and every bit of legisla-
tion introdueed into this Flouse havine for
its object the amelioration of the conditions
of the workers of this State has been fonght
ennsistently and persistently by members in
another place. We even had to hold » spe-
«ial session in order to get certain legisla-
tion through. I say the Government have
done wonders in view of the obstacle at the
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other end of the corridor, the House that
calls jtself a House of review when it is en-
tirely & House of obstruction, a House op-
posed to anything in the nature of progress.
The Loan Council, as we know, is the
master of the sitnation from a tinanetal point
of view. | feel gmused whea 1 hear mem-
beys apposite hoasting of the sovercignty
of our BState, or the sovercignty of any
State, Tf we wern 1 sovereign State. we
would have a sovereign entity  Whera i3
our sovercignty?  Every vear we have fo go
-ap in hand to the Loan Conneil and sa~
“Please wive us a few pounds with which {0
carry on our work” I cannot sce where
lie sovercignty of the State comes in. St
is more beggavly than sovereien. The day
the Finaueial Awreement was embodied 1in
che Constitution of the Coimnonwealth, that
day the States, all six of them, lost theis
sovereign right=.  Nobody can tell me that
n State 08 sovereign or supreme with-
in its own ambit or geographical hound-
aries when it has lost the control of its own
purse, when the control of the finances is
centred in another hody. It is idle to speak
of sovereignty while we have to zo cap in
hand to the T.oan Counecil every vear.

Ar. North: It is some consolation that we
are horrowing inside of Aunstralia instead of
abroad.

My, NEEDIIAM: T admit that {here is a
henefit to be obtained from the Loan Coun-
¢cil.  The original idea was to prevent more
than one State going on the loan market at
a time. We had the experience of two or
three States going on the loan market al the
same time.  That. of course, was disastrous.
I quite supported that lonse system nnder

which the Loan Couneil funetioned ori-
ginally—I happened to he in the Com-
monwealth  Parliament at  the time
it was  institnted—hat I deridediv

ohjected and siill do ohject to the inclusion
of the TFinaneial Agreement in the Consti-
tution. whieh has hound ns hand and foot
to the Toan Council. to whom we have to
on tn obtain whatever monev we require.
We have heard something in this Chamher
recently abont the primary producers, and
ihe present Government have been accused
of not assistine them. The member for
Avon (Mr. Boxle) said that from the Coun-
try Tarty the farmers had never received
anything: all thex had received had heen
rendered by the Labour Government. The
hon. member is reported to have made that
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statement when be was president of the
Wheatgrowers’ Union, If the Country
Party ever get the reins of Government in
this State, which is very doubtful, and if
the hon. gentleman is a supporter, possibly
he might he able to impress upon his party
the necessity for doing something for the
primary producers. I am glad to know
that the member for Avon made that state-
ment, and I congratulate him on his frank-
ness in having said that the party with
which he is now allied had done nothing
for the primary producers but that all help
had come from the Labour Government. Last
session a good deal of legislation of econ-
siderable benefit to the farming community
was puot through by the Government. In
this was included the Agrienlfural Bank
Act, which will be of particular assistance
to farmers. It was keenly debated in Dboth
Houses. I think the Aet will do a great
amount of good for those on the land. We
cannot do too much for the man on the
land. Dwring tlie, five vears of cconomie
stress omr agrienlturvists, partieularly the
new settlers, have suffered more than any-
one else, and are still snffering. I am pre-
pared to extend to the Government everr
assistance to lelp those people on the road
to prosperity. The Farmers’ Debts Adjust-
ment Aet was amended in a way to give
clients of private banks, merchants and fin-
ancial institutions, the opportunity to secure
consideration of their liahilities ns is the
case with clients of the Agrienlfwral Bank,
Last session also the Land Act was consoli-
dated. This was no mean acecomplishment,
for no fewer than 34 separate ennetments
were brought together in that Act.  The
Dairy Products Marketing Regulation Act
provided for the control by a hoard of the
dairying industry, giving power with re-
gard to export and the storage of butter
with a view to benefiting the preduncer. Truly
it eannot be said that the produeer has been
neglected by the Government. Indeed, the
Ministry has proved worthy of the confi-
dence reposed in them. On one or two ocea-
sions since I have been a member of this
Chamber I have had to refer to the Tech-
nical Sebool. T am noi speaking of it to-
night because it happens to be in the Perth
electorate, hut because of its importance
to the whole State. I have referred to the
difficulties under which the school staff has
been working. Recently I have been to the
school on several oceasions, and have scen

[ASSEMBLY.]

the students working at all honrs. I hope
the Minister for Education will be success-
ful in persuading the Treasurer to do some-
thing to hmprove the conditions during the
current year.

My. Lambert: What about the charge to
students there in the face of our free uni-
versitv? That is of preater moment than
the convenience of the teachers.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I am not concerned
about that, but I am coneerned about the
work of the school, which has done so
much for the State.

Mr. Lambert: But fees are charged at
that school, and not at the University.
Mr. NEEDHAM: Twe wrongs do not
make a right. Wie arc fortunate in having
sueh fine officers in charge of the institu-
tion. Particularly do I refer to the prin-
eipal, Mr. Lynch, and his assistant, Mr.
Phillips. Those gentlemen cannot do the
work they would like to do because of the
conditions under which they have to worlk.
Mr. Lambert: I am not deprecinting that,
but am pointing out that fees nre charged
when none are charged at the University.
Mr. NEEDHAM: If T am interfering
with the hon. member’s speeeh I will sit
down. I am refering to the want of ne-
commodation. The present aeccommodation
consists of the old boy’s schoo] building on
the 8t. George’s Terrace frontage. There
we find one large classroom and one small
classroom, a teachers’ room and lavatories.
There it no other elassronm accommoda-
tion. This old building was erected in 1854.
Then there is portion of the brick building
that was erected in 1910. This has never
been completed. It includes a large en-
trance hall, a stairway, and administrative
offices. There is a hasement and two floors,
but, for the size of the building, little
elnssroom aceommodation is available. At
the Tear of these buildings are two brick
structures housing the departments of
chemistry, assaying, metallnrgy, pharmaey,
mechanieal and electrical engineering, phy-
sics and mathematics. Those buildings
were erected in 1910. Then there are the
wood and iron elassrooms and workshops.
When the buildings were crected 25 years
ago the number of individual students was
750. It is now 3,000. The staff is endeav-
ouring to teach and train 3,000 students in
accommodation that was originally pro-
vided for 750. Classrooms at the Perth
Boys’ Sehool have to be used to aecommo-
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date the overflow on four nights a week.

Nearly 400 students are there on one night -

and 350 on another. Tt is impossible to
sive adequate supervision to the classes,
and the desk and seating accommodation
is not sunitable for adult students. For the
past 20 years extra accommedation has
been needed and requested, and during the
last eight or nine years efficient work has
heen impo-sible hecause of the lack of that
accommodation.  Apart from its classroom
disadvantages the sehonl haz never had
facilities for the staff and the students such
as are essential, and are to be found in
every other large technieal school. T refer
to students’ common roomg and study
rooms, luncheon rooms, staff rooms, locker
rooms, ete. What is required is the fol-
lowing:—12 additional c¢lassroowms, and
seven others to replace the old wood and
iron rooms, and students and staff rooms
such as I bave indicated. Two schemes
have been mentioned from time to time,
one being the disposal of the Terrace fron-
tage to reimburse the Government for the
erection of a new technical school, and the
other the completion of the Terrace build-
ings which was commenced in 1910. As
permanent accommodation is wanted at the
earliest possible date, the school is favour-
able to any scheme that will provide it
quickly.

Mr. Lambert: We want a free technical
school, as we have a free university.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I commend the request
to the Minister for Eduneation and hope
an amount will appear on the Estimates
this year to provide the extra accommeoda-
tien. I now wish fo refer to the Child
Welfare Departmeent, Tn ils annual re-
port for the year ended 30th June, 1934,
appears the following, under the heading
of ‘'Subnormal and backward girls’’:—

The problem of the subnormal and hackward
girls has vet te be dealt with. We have at
Gosnells the Salvation Army authorities and
the Education Department rendering a wonder-
ful service at the Senforth Homes in connee-
tion with subnormal and backward boys, but
there is not anything being done to assist the
subnormal and hackward girls te meet their
life’s difficulties. Tt is realised that this is
a very hig problem which must eventually
come within the scope of legislation for mental
defectives. In the meantime, however, I con-
sider something should be done as a commence-
ment to help those young people. I do hope that
in the year 1934-35 this will be attempted, pos-
sibly on somewhat similar lines to that in op-

eration for boys. It is appreciated that this
is only a half-way measure in dealing with this
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class of child, but would it not e a step in the
right direction and mark a further advanee—
and a hig one—in child welfare work in this
State?

I bring the matter forward because of
some attention I have given it during re-
cent months. A few weeks ago I had the
honour to introduce to the Minister for
Child Welfare (Hon. J. J. Kenneally) a
deputation representative of many of the
women’s oreganisations in this State. The
deputation put hefore the Minister a te-
quest for the establishiment of what I may
term a farm colony where delinquent girls
could be looked after and supervised. The
deputation made out a strong case in be-
half of the delingquent girls, pointing out
the danger these girls are not only to
themselves but to the community at large.
[ have endenvoured to ascertain from the
Child Wellare Department the mumber of
abnormal or defective girls in Western
Anstralia; bhut the exaet figure is not
available. The deputation asked the Min-
ister to give te a responsible commitiee to
be appointed one of the abandoned farms,
not too far away from the metropolitan
area, where these girls could he supervised
until they reached the age of 21 years.
If improvement had not takem place by
then, of course they would still be re-
tained under supervision. The Minister
pointed out that there were considerable
difficulties in handling these cases, firstly
because there was the diffieulty of getting
the girls away from their parents, who
naturally felt loth to part with children
of that description. But of eourse where
there was any actual danger to the com-
munity, he added, the department wonld
act, The hon. gentleman also stated he
had appointed a lady to assist the Child
Welfare Department in visiting the homes
of these unfortunate children: and he
said that so far the system was doing some
good. Finally he stated that il the num.
her of smbnormal children, particularly
girls, increased he would favournbly con-
sider the deputation’s renuest for the es-
tablishment of a farm heme. T do not say
there ts any great number of these unfor-
tunate girls in Western Aunstralia. The
number here is nothing in comparison with
the numbers in other States. and in more
thickly populated eentres clsewhere: hut that
there are some is sufficient eause for us to
think seriously of them. T ransider it would
be wise (o establish a home on one of the
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abandoned farms for the purpose of snper-
vising such girls, In other parts of the
world there are relizgious institutions which
look after subnormal girls and subnormal
hoys. The children are found to work wetl
under supervision, and in many cases be-
come self-supporting and useful eitizens.
Unfortunately, many of their cases are in-
curable, In that event they remain in the
homes, where their minds and their bodies
are oceupied and they are not a danger to
the community. I trust that the Govern-
ment will keep its eye on the situation, and
that should the number of subnormal hoys
and girls increase steps will be taken, as
suggested to the Minister, to establish col-
unies where they ean properly be super-
vised and, if practieable, be made good and
nseful eitizens, I thank the House for the
courtesy extended to me while speaking.
T hope the next time the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition essays to castigate or cate-
chise the Government of the day, he will
be more fortified with faets. The present
(Government’s record for the past 214 years
can easily stand in the light of day. With
all confidence Ministers can say, ‘‘Some-
thing accomplished, something done, has
earned for us a rencwal of the people’s con-
fidence at the next general clection.”

On motion by JMr, debate ad-

journed.

Lambert,

House adjourned at 9.56 pan.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30

poa, and read pravers.

FAPERS—TEMPORARY MINING
RESERVE 593H.
HON. J. CORNELL (Sonth)

nmove—

[4.35]:

That all papers relating to Temporary Min-
ing Reserve 593H, Mount Monger, originally

_ by the Perieles Gold Mines,

[COUNCIL.]

hield by Claude Albo De Bernales, but now held
Ltd., be laid on
the table of the House.

Briefly, my object in moving for the papers
arises from requests that have been made to
me by severul prowminent residents of Boul-
der and of the Mount Monger distriet. They
have given me to understand that this
reservation has becn in existence for over
three years. They say that although first
held in the name of Mr. Bernales, it is now
held in the name of the Pericles Gold Mines,
Ltd. As a vesult of persenal visits to the
loeality, they also inform me that practically
no wourk has been done on the reserve during
the period it has been held. It is located
ahout 30 miles from Kalgoorlie. Anyoue
who knows the Mount Monger goldfield area
is aware that to date that partienlar loecality
has not vevealed the existence of reefs of
sullicient width to justify any large company
operating there. If that were not so, the
area would have been opened up years ago.
It is distinctly understood that, from a small
syndieate or prospecting point of view, it is
one of the richest little spots in Western
Australia, bearing in mind the leaders and
ather small contacts that are konown to
exist. Tt nothing has been dome on a
reservabion, particularly in o locality such
as that under diseussion, where a consider-
able numher of men eould be kept employed
forr some time, a close serntiny of the posi-
tion is required. That iz my sole ohject in
moving the motion. If agreed to, the people
vitally interested in the matter will be able
to ascertain from the papers the existing
position with regard to the rescrvation.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (ITva. J. M.
Drew—Central) [4.38]: I have no objection
to the papers heing tabled.

Ouestion put and passed.

BILL—BUNBURY RACECOURSE RAIL-
WAY DISCONTINUANCE,

Read a third time
Aszembly.

and transmitted to the

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS AMEND-
MENT ACT, 1899, AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resmned from the previons day,

HON. C. F. BAXTER (East) [4.40]:
The Bill seeks to amend sections of the Con-



